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Dates for your Diary
December 2020
Day Time
Thurs 3rd 10.45 am Holy Communion  (BCP)

Sun 6th  -  Advent 2   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Holy Communion *
10.00 am Worship in Parish Centre (North)
  6.00 pm Evening Worship

Thurs 10th 10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)

Sun 13th - Advent 3   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Morning Worship *
10.00 am Worship in Parish Centre (South)
  4.00 pm Messy Church*
  6.00 pm Contemporary Community Christmas Service*

Wed 16th   7.00 pm Blue Christmas *  - see page 7

Thurs 17th 10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)

Sun 20th - Advent 4   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Holy Communion *
10.00 am Worship in Parish Centre (North)
  6.00 pm Traditional 9 lessons & some carols*

Tues 22nd   4.00 pm Christingle Service

Wed 23rd   4.00 pm Christingle Service

Christmas Eve 10.45 am Holy communion (BCP)

  4.00 pm Christingle Service

  6.00 pm Christingle Service *

  9.00 pm Midnight Mass *

Christmas Day   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am All Age Christmas Communion *

Sun 27th Christmas 1   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am Morning Worship *
No evening service

Thurs 31st 10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)

                                  * These services will be broadcast on our Facebook page.

Please remember places for Church and Parish Centre at all services need to be booked in advance via
the Parish Office.

Diary Dates for January continue on page 3.
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January 2021
Day Time
Sun 3rd - Christmas 2   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am Cconfirmation and Communion *
No Worship in Parish Centre

  6.00 pm Evening Worship

Thur 7th 10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)

Sun 10th - Bap of Christ   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Morning Worship *
10.00 am Worship in Parish Centre (South)
  4.00 pm Messy Church*
  6.00 pm Evening Worship

Thurs 14th 10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)

Sun 17th - Epiphany 2   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Holy Communion *
10.00 am Worship in Parish Centre (North)
  6.00 pm Evening Worship

Thurs 21st 10.45 am Holy communion (BCP)

Sun 24th  - Epiphany 3   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Holy Communion *
10.00 am Worship in Parish Centre (South)
  6.00 pm Evening Worship

Thurs 28th 10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)

Sun 31st  - Epiphany 4   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Holy Communion *
10.00 am Worship in Parish Centre (South)
  6.00 pm Evening Worship

CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR
Christmas this year will be different – in all sorts of ways.

But we still celebrate that even in the challenges of our lives and in all the difficulties in our world that God is with
us. The story and the meaning of Jesus’ birth remains the same.

We will have a variety of services with very reduced capacity and no singing – many of which will be broadcast on
our church Facebook page.

You can book at the Christmas services from Monday December 7.

Our most popular Christmas service – Christingle – will be run four times this year over three days!

Our Midnight Mass will be at 9.00 pm on Christmas Eve – Midnight in Bethlehem where they are three hours
ahead of us.

We will have the usual lessons at our traditional carol service, on Sunday December 20 at 6.00 pm but there will
be less carols than usual – those in the building will just have to listen, but as ever those following it at home can
sing along freely.

We do encourage people to sing carols outside – Premier Christian Radio will broadcast 3 well known ones on
Sunday December 20 at 5.30 pm to sing on your doorstep, perhaps with your neighbours.

May we know God’s comfort and be surprised by God’s joy.
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Curate’s Letter

Dear Friends

On the 1st December our little people in the house fly to the places where the Advent
Calendars shine with Christmas Joy. The early morning boring breakfast is then
seasoned with a sweetness of a different kind. For those of us a little older, the
morning seems longer and darker and though the appeal of early morning chocolates
may have passed us by, the sweet warmth of the duvet envelopes us and speaks it’s
own message that we are living in the days of Christmas Joy. Then the winters sun,
often orange and passionate, floods our eyes to give an energy that reminds us that
God is with us – for Emmanuel has come, and he will return again to take us home.
The 1st December is such a time when we journey with Mother Mary and Joseph and
fix our thoughts on the biting cold roads that brought about the birth of the Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

There are other mysteries in the birth of Jesus that are precious to us and sweet to our thoughts. In Luke 1.26 we
read that God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth to the Virgin Mary. In that meeting he says to her, “Greetings, you
who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you”. However, his presence and his words are met with some alarm for
which he says, ‘do not be afraid’. I wonder, in our private and personal enjoyments of Christmas Joy, is there ever
a moment when we also feel a mixture of emotions, of joy and fear through the excitement and energy of Advent
days coupled to the will of God for us.

So, let us consider what this meant for Mary.

Mary was made aware of the loving attention of God. In recent weeks of worship I have found joy in the
reminder of this as I have sung the song ‘Be my everything by Tim Hughes’ It begins with the words, ‘God in my
living God there in my breathing, God in my waking God in my sleeping. God in my resting there in my working.
God in my thinking, there in my speaking – be my everything’. Is that not what loving attention looks like and just as
Mary was to be made aware of this in her Christmas journey, so to can we.

Mary was in the heart of God. We can say this because there was no one else in the whole world who
could take her place by being mother of Jesus who is ‘Son of the Most High’. Luke’s Gospel reminds us of her
connection to the Royal House of David, and also to Nazareth her place of birth. Together they remind us of the
heart of God, that he fashions our lives and reveals to us our days so that we might know him and love him for such
grace and favour. Therefore, in our private space with God and in this season of Christmas, may we enjoy the heart
of God and the way he is committed to fashioning our lives so that Jesus might be born in us.

Mary responds with an emotion, which was to be expected. For as Gabriel stood in front of her
delivering Gods message, she was a bride-in-waiting, a young woman preparing for the joys of being a newly-wed.
These words from heaven troubled her, they appear to be a pull away from her personal plans for life. We can see
that Gabriel does his best to console her in the moment. We might wonder what that was like, how does an angel
console us when we are faced with the will of God that surfaces our deepest emotions and our simplest concerns.
Does the messenger reveal a strong arm to lean on, for, in times of high emotion isn’t that just what we all need?
From time to time, we all need someone to be an Angel connected to the Invisible wonder of God. Then we read
that Gabriel speaks in the moment to console, and he steps forward to declare a greater Joy, and he tells her ‘You
will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus’.  In our darkest moments in our
days of worry and fear, we all need to speak up, to reveal the heart, so that the message of God can console us. In
that place we become as Mary and accept the call of God’s favour. Like her we begin to carry in ourselves the joy
of the world in the person of Jesus. For he is our Light and Salvation the one who brings us hope and everlasting
life.

May the attention of God, and the heart he has for you bring you to a loving relationship with him. May the
Christmas journey fill you with hope and joy as you look beyond the emotive clouds to see His Light flooding into
your world in the face of our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Yours in the Light of Jesus
Mark
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QUIET CORNER
One of the benefits of being in “lockdown” is it gives me more time to do things that I would either not ordinarily
do, or to have more time to do what I really enjoy doing. Listening to music or reading to name but two, both of
which help my thinking and reflections in my quiet corner. Some may say that too much of either or both is not
good, as they do not stimulate physical activity which we all need for a healthy and balanced life. That may be, but
I must admit to being tempted to try a full day of each without interruption.

Recently, I read an article on the age old question of”How then shall we live”. It wasn't specifically related to
being in “lockdown”, but there were related issues and guidelines.  For some, Government restrictions are there to
be ignored, but for the majority, they are followed if somewhat reluctantly at times.  As Christians, I suppose we
are used to following instructions on how we conduct ourselves in public and in private. After all, the 10
Commandments have been around for an awful long time and they are very specific on this topic of “how then
shall we live”. Jesus of course simplified matters by condensing them from the Old Testament laws to “Love God
and love our neighbour” ( Deuteronomy 6 v5 and Leviticus 19 v18 ). Well that's it then, or is it; surely not more
things to do.

Even with all the changes that lockdown has brought into our daily lives, each day can spring surprises or shocks
that we never expected or anticipated. It therefore raises the question, what do we expect from each day, week,
month or indeed for the rest of our lives.  The question of “How then shall we live”, raises this issue of
“expectation”.

It is this sense of expectation that for me, is at the heart of the season of Advent and a reminder of that great
Advent hymn by Charles Wesley:

Come thou long expected Jesus
 Born to set thy people free;

                                        From our fears and sins release us;
                                        Let us find our rest in Thee.

In the 4th and final verse, Charles Wesley answers the question we started with,”How then shall we live”:
By Thine own eternal Spirit,

                                        Rule in all our hearts alone:
                                        By Thy all-sufficient merit,
                                        Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

So, we are to live in the continual expectation of the second coming of Jesus, with the Holy Spirit ruling our hearts
(and minds), until that glorious day when we and all Christian believers, are taken into the Heavenly realms to
eternal life.

 John Hopper
Lay Reader

NEWS
As I explained back in May – I took on the responsibility of being the Interim Area Dean for Chester-le-Street and
Houghton Deanery.  I said that someone was lined up to take it on properly in December.  However, that person
has withdrawn so the Bishop is looking for someone else to take that on. I have agreed to keep on the role to the
end of January, if necessary, but not beyond that date.  With my retirement in May, there will be a lot for me to
arrange and pass on.

David

Thank you for all the contribution for our GIFT DAY (Saturday 21 November).  We are still happy to receive further
one-off donations, which will help us to contribute more fully and responsibly to support the ministry of our parish
and diocese and mission.  We will announce the total given in services through December

Some children are being prepared by Sue to be admitted to receive communion. This is happening online via
Zoom.

Our November PCC meeting was postponed from November 17 at the request of the Archdeacon Bob Cooper,
who is to join us and talk about future appointments following Jon Wilkinson’s departure and David’s retirement in
May.  It has been moved to Tuesday December 1.
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Dear Church Family, the New Year will be with us in one month’s time and our new diaries will open up to the 365
blank spaces. So, why not consider joining with me for an online Alpha Course starting in the third week of the
New Year?  What you will need for this is a WIFI connected computer, with an inbuilt camera, or, a tablet with the
same. Each of the 10 sessions will last 1 hour with half the  time given for discussion.

I would love to see members of the church signing up for this along with family or friends who are itching to know
more about our faith in Jesus.

For more information call Revd Mark Harrison on 07975782891.

For 2021 - Why not
make Alpha a New
Year’s Resolution

PHONE A FRIEND

One of the greatest inventions of the modern era has been the telephone. It has changed from being two magnets
on a stick to being something that is more like a mini computer, and if truth be known, has more applications on it
than the 1960’s Space flights to the moon. For the last twenty years we have increased our daily communications
through simply picking up the telephone and calling out to our vast circle of contacts. However, there remains a
group of people who have very few contacts. Therefore, every day is filled with an aching desire to speak to
someone, but who is there to speak to?

When the Covid-19 pandemic forced all into isolation I took on the task of keeping in touch with Parish North
members and the Sunday 8.00 am congregation.   I sat and enjoyed speaking with so many of our Church together
we learnt what it is to share in the love and peace of Christ. I am sure that we all agree that befriending over the
phone is a helpful way for us to care for friends. So, with this in mind I want to invite people to volunteer and become
part of a team that ministers friendship over the telephone.

If you are interested and can give a little of your time please contact me on 0191 3890603 or talk to our Church
Warden Dorothy Hall.

Revd Mark
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Parish Centre Coffee Lounge
Sadly the Coffee Lounge will remain closed because our Area is in Tier 3.

We don't know when it can reopen.

The deadline for the February Edition of OUTREACH is
Tuesday 19th January

Noticeboard

Parish Values
   *   Reaching out with God’s love

         *   Serving the People of Chester-le-Street
         *   Doing everything for Jesus

MOTHERS' UNION

We held a short, socially distanced meeting in Church on  7th November.  We are hoping to hold a
second one on December 14th. This will be a Christmas service with Carols, reading and poems.  Music but no
singing.

Members as last time will be notified with final arrangements.

Blue Christmas
This year we will again be holding a church service which recognizes that
Christmas can, for many people, be "blue," filled with difficult feelings around
painful life events such as death, illness, or poverty.  This worship service is
traditionally held on or around the longest night of the year, which falls on or
about December 21, the Winter Solstice. Our Blue Christmas service this year
is on  Wednesday  16th December at 7.00 pm.

Come just how you are this Christmas season.

Bring the reality of life as it is for you, with whatever grief, pain, anxiety,
pressures or any other burdens that you carry.

Come, be welcomed, find acceptance, light and hope.

Book a space by contacting Jan in the Parish office on 0191 388 3295 or email
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com
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Flowers:
In memory of:

December George Smiles    John Burlison Dawson     Rita Redshaw

Donations for flowers to be sent to the Parish Office

The Parish Register

Coffee Mornings
Saturdays, 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
in the Parish Centre

Due to the present Corona Virus Pandemic there are no
coffee mornings booked at present.

Funerals
November
  9 Maureen Underhill (79)

10 Jean Winn (79)

26 Audrey Sisterton (84)
 Robert John Bell (80)

27    Dorothy Harold (77)

Baptisms
1st November

Aimee Leigh Dodds
Lucie Dodds
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PAINTING & DECORATING

129 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street,
Co. Durham, DH3 3SB

Tel: (0191)388 5753
Mobile: 0778 0692241

Internal & External Decorating

Guttering Cleaned

Power Wash Cleaning - Driveways, Patios, Etc.

Laura Pratt (M.Ch.S)
CHIROPODY/ PODIATRIST

 FRIENDLY PRACTICE
 ESTABLISHED OVER 20 yrs
 GROUND FLOOR SURGERY
 CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
 HPS Registered

11 CLARENCE TERRACE
CHESTER-LE-STREET

DH3 3DG
(0191) 388 3196

Covers all aspects of footcare:
Hard skin removal & Corns

Nail care
Verrucae treatment

Biomechanical assessments

Opening hours
Monday & Friday  9 am - 5 pm

Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

  * Are you interested in reading the classics?
  * Would you like to look at great paintings in a
    new way?

So far we have looked at Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
amongst others.  Also the Dutch Golden Age and French
Impressionists.
Thursdays - 10.00 am to 12 noon - Small friendly group.

In September we will be looking at the Brontes.
In January the Italian Renaissance awaits!

For more details contact Sue on  0191 371 8533

Personal Tuition from a teacher of 40 year'
experience and current GCSE and A Level examiner.

Offering English Language, Literature, History, Religious
Studies Drama and Art.

All levels covered - Key Stage 2, 11+, GCSE, A Level and
Dissertation.

Also Help with Personal Statements, Job aplications and
Public Speaking

Phone Sue on 0191 371 8533 for details.

Great Expectations
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J. M. & E.
OVINGTON & SON

Funeral Directors

Prepayment Plans available.
Written details available on request.

28 Ravensworth Road
Birtley
Co Durham
DH3 1EJ

Telephone
0191 410 3863 (24 hrs)

‘Our caring, reliable and sympathetic staff
will offer the highest standards of care,

help and support to you at all times’

‘Put your trust in us’
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0191 387 1404
151 Front Street, Chester le Street

Also at 210 Durham Road,
Gateshead (opp. Springfield Hotel)

0191 477 2398 / www.aytonandranson.net

 Trained at Houghall College
 Professional Reliable Service

From fencing to flowers,
paving to plants,

your complete garden service

Ring Between
8am -  9pm Any Day

Call Michael on
0191 3873993

Or

07947 188124

M. FORRESTER
      LANDSCAPES

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

Mrs Last's Ironing

Call or text 07572655835
or find me on Facebook

£12 a basket
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Staff Days Off
Please note that David’s day off is usually Wednesday, Simon and Mark’s is

usually Friday.

Weekly Worship
in the Parish of St Mary and St Cuthbert

SUNDAYS
8.00 am  Holy Communion*

10.00 am  Morning Service and Online 10.00 am Service
 6.00 pm Evening Service

AREA SERVICES
North and South - meeting fortnightly at 10.00 am in “Cuthbert” in Parish
Centre
Dec 13 - South
Dec 6 & 20 - North

Jan 10 & 21 - South

Jan 17 & 31 - North

WEEKDAYS
Thursday     10.45 am Holy Communion*

*Book of Common Prayer

Average monthly circulation in
2020 was 320 copies.

Contributions to the Parish Office
or by e-mail to:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

Editor:
Rev’d David Tully

We reserve the right to shorten articles
and cannot guarantee publication of
everything sent to us.

Parish Centre Office:
Church Chare
Chester-le-Street
Co Durham DH3 3QB
Tel: 0191 388 3295
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm
E- mail:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com
Website:
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

outreach

Reg. Charity No: 1130847

Church Opening Hours
The church building is only open for:

Services on a Thursday and Sunday
- please book place via the Parish
Office.

Tuesday afternoon for private prayer
- 1.00 pm t0 3.00 pm.

Staff team:
 Rev’d David Tully
 Rector  (388 4027)
  Rev’d Simon Grundy
 Curate (07985 501753)
 Rev’d Mark Harrison
 Curate (07975 782891)

Church Secretary:
  Jan Rowland
  Parish Centre Office (388 3295)

Youth & Children’s Co-ordinator
   Susan White (0771 7823915)

Organist:
   Stephen Smith

Treasurer:
  Malcolm Austin

Verging Team:
  Tom Appleby, Edna Sanderson.
   Alexander Armstrong, Les Watters

Readers:
  John Hopper
 Dennis Rudd (410 0820)
 Audrey Telford (388 3858)

Parish Centre Kitchen Manager:
  Sharon Phillips (01325 467 806)

Who’s Who?

Churchwardens:
Dorothy Hall    David Mallams
Elaine Rayner   Malcolm Rowland

February 2021 Edition
Deadline

Tuesday 19th January 2021


