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From the Parish Church of St Mary & St Cuthbert, Chester-le-Street, Co Durham

EVERY SUNDAY
8.00 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

Services in the church building (also broadcast online on our Church Facebook
Page)

10.00 am

Service in the Parish Centre

6.00 pm

Evening Service.

THURSDAYS
10.45 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

People need to book via Jan in the Office to attend services in the church or Centre.
The gatherings are still socially distanced, wearing face masks and with no singing.
The 6.00 pm services will often be led by lay people in the coming months.
The next MESSY CHURCH is on Sunday May 9 at 4.00 pm, more details nearer the time on
our church Facebook page
The church is open for PRIVATE PRAYERS in church on Tuesdays 1.00 - 3.00 pm
David’s last services before he retires are:
6.00 pm
10.45 am
8.00 am
10.00 am

Sunday May 2
Thursday May 6
Sunday May 9
Sunday May 9 (which will also be broadcast into the Parish Centre)
David will say farewell outside the Church and Centre people afterwards.

ANNUAL MEETING
We have prepared for our church Annual Meeting by updating our CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL (our
membership list, which gives voting rights at the meeting).
The ANNUAL MEETING is on Tuesday May 4 at 7 pm in the large hall (Cuthbert) in the Parish Centre. We will
meet physically (it will not be online); face masks will have to be worn and there will be social distancing. You
cannot book places. Within the meeting we will elect 3 PCC members and 4 churchwardens.
It is only just over 6 months since our last Annual meeting (held in October 2020). The meeting will be 5 days
before David retires.

PCC MARCH 16
We approved the 2020 accounts, our accountant David Nattrass joined us for the first part of the meeting. The
accounts will be presented to the Annual meeting on May 4.
We agreed to the new Safeguarding policies that the diocese say we should now adopt.
We agreed to buy a Mevo camera and tripod and have a data contract so that we can broadcast one Sunday
service each week on our church Facebook page. A donation of £1,000 has been made to cover the costs.
We heard from the churchwardens (who were at a zoom meeting on March 2) how the Archdeacons of the
diocese are approaching all the parish vacancies. There is a new Diocesan Prioritisation group. One of the group
will meet with our PCC before Pentecost to talk about a toolkit that the PCC will have to use to show the situation
in our parish as we seek a new Rector
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Dear friends
After 12 years as Rector, I write my final monthly letter. I suppose I must have written
nigh on a hundred of these articles. Hopefully they have occasionally been helpful,
pertinent or encouraging.
I am about to retire from public ministry and, to be honest, I am unsure what my life
will be like after retirement. For the first time since 1981, when I went to Cambridge to
train - Christine and I will be living in our own home. We are moving to Newcastle, to a
house we own near Paddy Freeman’s park in High Heaton. It will be a new life, no
longer defined by being “a vicar”. I will no longer have a clear role in the community.
To a certain extent, I will discover afresh who I am.
In Durham diocese, to force retired clergy to rethink – for a minimum of 6 months you
are not allowed to take services or preach (the Bishop will not give “Permission to
officiate”).

Rector’s Letter

People ask me – what will you do with your time? I expect to help with my 3 granddaughters who live in North
Tyneside. I hope to do some walking, running and play some golf. We will enjoy being part of a local church –
where Mark Wroe was vicar, before he became an Archdeacon and then a Bishop.
But inevitably there is a lot of uncertainty as to how my life will be.
As I have written before during this pandemic - life at present for all of us has a high degree of uncertainty about it.
In church life we can’t be sure about how and when we will recover. For example - no one knows at present how
long social distancing will continue or when we will be able to have congregational singing once again.
Also, we don’t know how long the vacancy without a Rector will last for this parish or who my successor will be.
Lots and lots of uncertainty.
We can’t see everything that lies ahead personally or for this local church. We need to live courageously by faith.
We will be hearing again this month on Pentecost Sunday (May 23) of Peter and the other apostles launching out in
faith, having received the promised Holy Spirit, as they started to spread the good news of Jesus. They showed
remarkable courage – it was only 7 weeks after their Lord and Master had been nailed to a cross in the same city of
Jerusalem. They stepped out in faith, even though they had no idea how things would develop.
The African impala (antelope) can jump to a height of over 10 feet. But these beautiful and athletic animals can be
kept in an enclosure in a zoo by a small 3 foot wall. That is because those animals will not jump if they cannot see
where their feet will land. They can’t cope with that uncertainty and are “trapped” by that.
We are not to be trapped by the uncertainty of what lies ahead. Faith is the ability to move forwards trusting God
and not be restricted by fear and uncertainty. As St Paul wrote: “We live by faith and not by sight” (2 Corinthians
5.7). I personally need that real faith in our living and loving God at this time and the people of the Parish of
Chester-le-Street need that positive trusting in the Lord too.
Finally, I urge you to pray for and support the church wardens and Rev Mark with the extra workload and
responsibilities on their shoulders in the coming months. Also, bring before God the PCC (Parochial Church
Council) that they may make wise decisions about church services and activities and a new appointment.
Yours in the service of our Risen Lord Jesus

David

TONY & KATHERINE PATON
CMS Mission partners
We heard in late March that later in the year they are leaving their work in South East Asia with Church Mission
Society. They have worked with CMS for 16 years.
They have elderly parents in Scotland and feel they should be closer to them.
They write … “we have much valued all you have invested in what is doing here through prayer, financial giving
and in other expressions of your love for God and for us”.
CMS will probably try to establish a new mission partner link with the parish.
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PILGRIMAGE WAY OF LEARNING
The BISHOP of DURHAM is walking the Pilgrimage Way of Learning this month (from Jarrow to Durham
Cathedral). He will be coming through Chester-le-Street on Tuesday May 18 late morning. Further details
when we have them.

RECTOR’S RETIREMENT
Rev David announced last year that he is to retire in May 2021. His final Sunday is to be May 9. David and
Christine are planning to move out of the Rectory on May 13.
I am sure many people will want to contribute to a farewell gift to David.
We would like people to put gifts in
a marked envelope on a collection plate or post it through the Parish Office letter box or
by BACS (St Mary & St Cuthbert Church sort code: 20 27 41 Account no. 500 500 83
Reference: David Gift) by Tuesday May 4th.

QUIET CORNER
I must admit that I always find the post Easter Sunday period a strange time of year. There are so many comings
and goings. Winter is gone but summertime has not yet arrived. It seems to be lingering “just around the corner”;
hopefully lingering with intent and not just an extension of a cold, wet Springtime that seem to be more common
these days in our part of the UK. At least we do manage to get 3 seasons of the year in the North East, whereas in
Scotland where we lived for 35 years, it was mainly 2 seasons, Winter and almost Winter.
It's not only the climate seasons that come and go so quickly at this time of year either. The seasons in the Church
calendar change even more quickly. The short 4 week period of Advent, from early December changes quickly
into Christmas which is then transformed into Epiphany, with Lent and Easter hard on it's heels. It's not until we
get to the long period of Pentecost, that we seem to get some stability in the year. So many comings and goings,
it can be hard to know which season we are in at times. Perhaps this is all a sign of the ageing process we all go
through.
Whilst all of this has been happening, comings and goings have gone on within our family and personal
relationships. The goings were the sudden, unexpected, very sad loss of my younger brother in the South and
also a long-time dear friend and colleague in Edinburgh, both due to non-Covid illnesses. On a happier note the
“coming” was to have been a surprise visit from our daughter in New Zealand. Sadly, this had to be postponed as
we went into a 3rd lock down due to Covid, in the UK..
If all of this wasn't enough to cope with, we have some comings and goings in our Church fellowship life. It has
been wonderful to go back to actual services with the added bonus of Parish South and Parish North
congregations starting up again. The live streamed services have worked really well, but there is no better way to
worship than to be there with friends and familiar faces around. The goings are of David and Simon who are
moving on to pastures new.
We might be forgiven, if we feel that all this change is difficult to cope with; that this is how life is and always has
been. Well, the “comings” are not quite finished as we approach the period of Pentecost, Jesus promised his
disciples and followers that after His returning to join his Father in the Heavenly realms, He would send them the
Holy Spirit , the Comforter; Jesus said to them, “however the helper, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you everything. He will remind you of everything that I have ever told you”.
(John 14 v 26 ). We have that same Helper, the Holy Spirit with us today, individually and corporately. What is
even more comforting is what Jesus also told them and tell us today, “ And remember, I am always with you until
the end of time”. ( Matthew 28 v20)
There will always be “comings and goings in our lives but no matter how confusing or difficult they may be to cope
with, we always have Jesus with us as our anchor, to hold us steady as we await His coming again and to take us
to our eternal, heavenly home.
John Hopper
Lay Reader
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Who's Hong Kong Ready?
Churches across the UK are up to something exciting! They're getting ready for a radical welcome.
But let's start at the beginning. You've probably seen on the News about the pro-democracy protests in Hong
Kong over the last couple of years, and you may have heard that the UK Government has offered temporary
British National Overseas (BNO) passports to people from Hong Kong who wish to move to the UK. As a result
Hong Kongers have started applying for visas and some have already arrived in the UK. Clearly the pandemic and
lockdown have delayed things but even so the UK is expecting 130,000 newcomers to arrive this year, and
potentially about 300,000 over the coming years. This is the largest mass immigration since Windrush and is likely
to exceed Windrush in numbers.
A few hundred of the new arrivals will be student activists seeking asylum from persecution, the vast majority
though will be educated professionals with young families looking for a safe, stable and democratic environment in
which to raise the next generation, not typical refugees. About 10% of Hong Kongers are Christian/Catholic and
it's expected that about 12% of the newcomers will have some church connection.
With a BNO passport they are free to live anywhere in the UK and most will go somewhere where they have some
prior connection, so we don't know how many will arrive in Chester-le-Street, but given that we are a commuter
town for Newcastle and Durham I think some families may chose to live here.
The newcomers will be changing country, continent, culture, language. They will miss being part of close family
networks and they'll be looking for accommodation, jobs and schools. Even though they'll mostly be young
professionals, they will feel like they are starting from scratch all over again as they work out our systems and
language. Not only will they need to sign up for a national insurance number, GP, bank account, school for the
children ... they'll also be looking for a community to be a part of and friends who know where the best value
supermarket is or when the bins are collected or what the word 'tombola' means.
Some of the Hong Kongers will specifically want to be connected with a church, others may be directed to a local
church as a place of welcome. Some churches in the region are registering to be official Hong Kong Ready
churches, but we can all be Hong Kong ready Christians. This is a chance for the church to shine!
I would urge you to show hospitality to any new families from Hong Kong who arrive in your neighbourhood or in
church. Offer to help with form-filling, or to accompany them to appointments. Invite them for meals and introduce
them to your friends and networks. A really good welcome will help them integrate and assimilate into their new
life here more thoroughly, so this is not necessarily a long term commitment, although of course they may become
part of our congregation - and you may even gain some new life-long friends.

Tessa

A Journey through the Lens of Racial Justice
In May last year a 46 year-old African American man called George Floyd was killed while being arrested in
Minneapolis. Within days 'Black Lives Matters' protests had erupted around the world.
As a white Christian in the UK these events have challenged me to think again about how racially biased I am.
How much does the culture I've lived in all my life affect my behaviour and attitudes towards people from different
cultures?
So when I saw that my study group would be doing the Durham Diocese Lent course called 'Becoming One in
Christ - A Journey through the lens of racial justice' I was pleased and intrigued by its relevance.
My study group meets via zoom on a Monday evening and is made up of a dozen or so lovely people from both
Central area and Parish South. They've been very patient with my ad-hoc attendance over the last couple of years
so I decided to commit to the Lent course this year.
We looked at

Cont. On page 6
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Cont. from page 5
We've been reminded that there will be people from every tribe and nation and language in heaven, that Jesus
the man was of Middle Eastern heritage, that Christ came for everyone and he wants his followers to be united,
that the ministry of the church is to everyone, and that we can all do more to address racial injustice in the Church
and our communities.
In our final session one Bible reading particularly stood out - Galatians 3: 26-28 - "You are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus."
We've come away wanting to know more about how we as church members can be more welcoming to people
from other countries. We decided to find out about local organisations that are already working to address racial
injustice and some of us wanted to share with you something of what we've discovered ...
The West End Refugee Service (WERS)
A registered charity supporting asylum seekers and refugees in Newcastle. They are based at St Philips Vicarage
in Arthur's Hill.They work on a one-to-one basis offering drop-in advice sessions, home visits, hardship fund,
providing clothing, toiletries, cleaning products, food and other practical support. At the moment they are making
fortnightly food referrals to over 30 households.
Christine Tully
Friends of the Drop In Sunderland (FODI)
FODI provides a meeting place for Asylum Seekers and Refugees to meet in a social setting, to provide
friendship, and guidance to appropriate agencies to assist them in their transition into the communities and our
country. The centre provides a weekly meeting on Wednesday afternoons, where light refreshments are
available and activities such as table tennis, pool, and chess. The centre also provides clothes when available,
and food.
Mike Heaps
The Comfrey Project
The Comfrey Project works with refugees and people seeking asylum in Gateshead and Newcastle. They aim to
help improve their lives and well-being by working with them at two allotment sites, as well as cooking and crafts.
Participants grow in skills, confidence, self-esteem and purpose while integrating into the community and
developing a sense of belonging. The project welcomes volunteers with gardening, cooking, financial or admin
experience and is staffed by professionals skilled in horticulture, charity work and communication.
Karen Richardson
The North of England Refugee Service (NERS)
The North of England Refugee Service was established 1989 as an independent and charitable organisation and
has been an agent for positive change over the past 30 years. Their services include: Advice for supported
housing, Interpreting and translation to access services, Legal support for Leave to remain or those granted
Asylum.
Joy Heaps
Action Foundation
Founded by City Church Newcastle upon Tyne and Sunderland as an expression of Christian faith that leads to
helping the poor and marginalised.This charity holds a compelling vision to empower vulnerable asylum seekers,
refugees and migrants in overcoming exclusion and poverty. Their outworking of this vision involves creating
opportunities for these marginalised, disadvantaged folk, to lead safe, independent, and fulfilled lives. Fully
integrated into the society in which they live. Services are made available regardless of clients' ethnicity, beliefs
or background. They provide accommodation with host families to prevent homelessness, language classes and
a drop-in project to address loneliness, isolation and disorientation. They aim to build friendship networks,
develop confidence and help beneficiaries become more connected to the local community and culture. They are
also kicking off a new digital inclusion project to help beneficiaries access jobs and learning.
Carol Benham

God of Goads
Yes you read that right!
In one of my Bible readings this week about Paul's conversion on the road to Damascus (in Acts 26) I was struck
by the line "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads." I couldn't help
wondering what Jesus meant by the phrase 'to kick against the goads' - so as you do these days, I googled it!
Cont. on page 9
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Noticeboard
The deadline for the June Edition of OUTREACH is
Tuesday 18th May

Parish Values
* Reaching out with God’s love
* Serving the People of Chester-le-Street
* Doing everything for Jesus

Parish Centre Coffee Lounge

“Your cafe needs

YOU”

Great News - we plan to re-open on the 17th May and all the staff want to
Welcome You Back.
Sharon, Ben, Caroline and our volunteers are looking forward to serving our lovely customers with Tea, Coffee,
Scones, Cakes and Light Lunches and of course chips are always on the menu. Our revamped menu will include a
new feature… Paninis!
All this from our recently refurbished kitchen.
The new kitchen enables us to provide an even better service and we are extremely grateful for everyone who
helped deliver this major improvement.
Just remember to put the 17th May in your diary. We are looking forward to serving you.
We need volunteers to welcome people and wait at tables as we did in the Autumn. If you would like to be part of
this amazing team of volunteers please contact Jan in the Parish Office Tel - 3883295 or email - jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

MOTHERS' UNION
We held a socially distanced meeting in Church on 12th April. This was a service of Holy
Communion and Rev. David preached. We have also held a couple of meetings using Zoom and
have also met using Whypay on the telephone.
Future Meetings
Monday 10th May - Parish Church at 2.00 pm Kathleen Wilson - Diocesan President (To attend please phone
Sue Begg 0191 4106595 to book a place)
Monday 17th May - Zoom Meeting at 2.00 pm (You need an internet connection)
Monday 24th May - Whypay Meeting at 2.00 pm (Using the telephone)
For details of how to join these two meetings please phone Sue Begg for the relevant codes and phone numbers.

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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The Parish Register
Funerals

Baptisms

March
26

Sarah (Sadie) Henderson (71)

29

John Edwards Briggs (64)

30

Joan Blackbird (90)

31

Sheila Usher (86)

28 March
Primrose Thompson
18 April
Daisy Frances Shackleton

April
7

Sybil Howe (89)

9

Elizabeth (Betty) Liddle (81)

13

Lesley Joseph Phillips (74)
Mollie Prentis (83)

14

Gertrude (Trudy) Williams (86)

19

Emma Bowery (83)

Coffee Mornings
Saturdays, 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
in the Parish Centre
Due to the present Corona Virus Pandemic there are no
coffee mornings booked at present.

Flowers:
In memory of:
Easter
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Cont. From page 6
It turns out that a 'goad' was used in farming to control the oxen. It was a long wooden pole, blunt at one end and
pointed at the other. The sharp end was pressed gently against the oxen to make them go in the right direction,
the more the ox resisted, the more painful it would be for that ox.
Even now we sometimes talk about 'goading' someone or something, meaning that we're encouraging, coaxing or
prodding them to move in a certain direction.
So if Paul was 'kicking against the goads' it implies that Christ had been nudging him for some time before the
Damascus road event, which I do find interesting. I can certainly remember Him goading me before I became a
Christian.
Did God goad you before you became a Christian, or is He goading you now to do something for him? He doesn't
push the sharp end in, but the more we resist the more it hurts. It's very hard to kick against the goads!

Tessa Conder

Great Expectations
Personal Tuition from a teacher of 40 year'
experience and current GCSE and A Level examiner.
Offering English Language, Literature, History, Religious
Studies Drama and Art.

* Are you interested in reading the classics?
* Would you like to look at great paintings in a
new way?

All levels covered - Key Stage 2, 11+, GCSE, A Level and
Dissertation.

So far we have looked at Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
amongst others. Also the Dutch Golden Age and French
Impressionists.
Thursdays - 10.00 am to 12 noon - Small friendly group.

Also Help with Personal Statements, Job aplications and
Public Speaking

In September we will be looking at the Brontes.
In January the Italian Renaissance awaits!

Phone Sue on 0191 371 8533 for details.

For more details contact Sue on 0191 371 8533

Laura Pratt (M.Ch.S)
CHIROPODY/ PODIATRIST
FRIENDLY PRACTICE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 yrs
GROUND FLOOR SURGERY
CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
HPS Registered
Covers all aspects of footcare:
Hard skin removal & Corns
Nail care
Verrucae treatment
Biomechanical assessments

PAINTING & DECORATING

Opening hours
Monday & Friday 9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

11 CLARENCE TERRACE
CHESTER-LE-STREET
DH3 3DG
(0191) 388 3196
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

Internal & External Decorating
Guttering Cleaned
Power Wash Cleaning -

Driveways, Patios, Etc.

129 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street,
Co. Durham, DH3 3SB

Tel: (0191)388 5753
Mobile: 0778 0692241
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J. M. & E.
OVINGTON & SON
Funeral Directors
‘Our caring, reliable and sympathetic staff
will offer the highest standards of care,
help and support to you at all times’

‘Put your trust in us’
Prepayment Plans available.
Written details available on request.

28 Ravensworth Road
Birtley
Co Durham
DH3 1EJ
10 Outreach MAY2021

Telephone
0191 410 3863 (24 hrs)

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

0191 387 1404
151 Front Street, Chester le Street
Also at 210 Durham Road,
Gateshead (opp. Springfield Hotel)
0191 477 2398 / www.aytonandranson.net

M. FORRESTER
LANDSCAPES

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST
Trained at Houghall College
Professional Reliable Service

From fencing to flowers,
paving to plants,
your complete garden service

Mrs Last's Ironing
Call or text 07572655835
or find me on Facebook
£12 a basket
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

Ring Between
8am - 9pm Any Day
Call Michael on
0191 3873993
Or

07947 188124
Outreach MAY 2021
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outreach
Average monthly circulation in
2020 was 320 copies.
Contributions to the Parish Office
or by e-mail to:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

June 2021 Edition
Deadline
Tuesday 18th May 2021

Who’s Who?
Staff team:
Rev’d David Tully
Rector (388 4027)

Organist:
Stephen Smith

Rev’d Mark Harrison
Curate (07975 782891)

Verging Team:
Tom Appleby, Edna Sanderson.
Alexander Armstrong, Terry Culkin

Church Secretary:
Jan Rowland
Parish Centre Office (388 3295)

Readers:
John Hopper
Dennis Rudd (410 0820)
Audrey Telford (388 3858)

Youth & Children’s Co-ordinator
Susan White (0771 7823915)

Editor:
Rev’d David Tully
We reserve the right to shorten articles
and cannot guarantee publication of
everything sent to us.

Parish Centre Kitchen Manager:
Sharon Phillips (01325 467 806)

Treasurer:
Malcolm Austin

Churchwardens:
Dorothy Hall
Elaine Rayner

David Mallams
Malcolm Rowland

Reg. Charity No: 1130847

Weekly Worship
in the Parish of St Mary and St Cuthbert

Parish Centre Office:
Church Chare
Chester-le-Street
Co Durham DH3 3QB
Tel: 0191 388 3295
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm

E- mail:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

Website:
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

SUNDAYS
8.00 am Holy Communion*
10.00 am Morning Service and Online 10.00 am Service
6.00 pm Evening Service

AREA SERVICES
North and South - meeting fortnightly at 10.00 am in “Cuthbert” in Parish
Centre
May 2nd - North
May 9th - Service will broadcast into the Parish Centre from Church

Church Opening Hours

Building

The church building is only open for:
Services on a Thursday and Sunday
- please book place via the Parish
Office.

Tuesday afternoon for private prayer
- 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm.

WEEKDAYS
Thursday

10.45 am Holy Communion*

*Book of Common Prayer

Staff Days Off
Please note that David’s day off is usually Wednesday, Mark’s is usually
Friday.

Printed by St Mary and St Cuthbert’s Parish Office

