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From the Parish Church of St Mary & St Cuthbert, Chester-le-Street, Co Durham

Be still and know that I am God.

Psalm 46:10

EVERY SUNDAY
8.00 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

Services in the church building (also broadcast online on our Church Facebook
Page)

10.00 am

Service in the Parish Centre

6.00 pm

Evening Service.

THURSDAYS
10.45 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

People need to book via Jan in the Office to attend services in the church or Centre.
The gatherings are still socially distanced, wearing face masks and with no singing.
The 6.00 pm services will often be led by lay people in the coming months.
The next MESSY CHURCH is on Sunday June 13th at 4.00 pm, more details nearer the time
on our church Facebook page
The church is open for PRIVATE PRAYERS in church on Tuesdays 1.00 - 3.00 pm

ANNUAL MEETING
Elections took place for new Churchwardens and 3 PCC members
Churchwardens - Dorothy Hall, Dave Mallam Elaine Rayner Malcom Rowland
PCC - Sharon Dodds, Daniel Green, Anne Smith

Parish Centre Café
We were very pleased to welcome back our coffee lounge customers on 17th May.
It was amazing to see you all again.
Please continue to support this important ministry and if you haven’t already called in, please do to sample the
amazing cakes, scones and lunches which are on offer. Many thanks to all our volunteers who have, and
continue to do so, in supporting us.
The coffee lounge is open Monday to Friday 10.00 am – 1.00 pm.
We look forward to seeing you.
(If you would like to help and be a volunteer see page 11 - please get in touch with Jan in the Parish Office or
Sharon in the Kitchen)
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Dear friends

Curate’s Letter

The lighter and brighter seasons of the year are now with us, the month of May has
come and gone and now we are in June with summertime looming. As I reflect on this time of the year, I am
reminded of the gift of brand-new Adidas trainers and of days when I practiced for track and field events, running at
school sports days and then at the town and county championships. Before anyone asks how well I did, please let
me say it’s not the winning that matters, it is the taking part. One thing that I do remember about some of these
events was the high emotion, legs going to jelly and even with track spikes I had a job to do. Then to add to all of
this, I had people in the crowd shouting my name, and the pressure of raising the score of points for my team.
So, with that in mind is there a portion of scripture to carry us into June and beyond? The writer to the Hebrew
Christians in ancient Rome reminded the church to think and reflect on their summer season. Hebrews 12.1 says;
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,
We might recall that the great cloud of witnesses mentioned here related to the great and good of the Old
Testament whose faith in God was meteoric and for our inspiration they were the forerunners of our faith. From the
stadium seats of heaven, they now shout out our names as we run the race marked out for us. Oh, the pressure!
Then, we have other matters to consider in this verse. We have a comparable training regime, of days when we are
faced with throwing off anything that hinders. So, I wonder what that might look like for us all this summer?
Hindrances, what could they be? For the athlete, it would relate to carrying the excesses of a winter of eating and
resting which slows down the body and spirit. For us, it may be about having a poor appetite for our spiritual
activities, and an aversion to launching into fresh activity.
If this is the case, then let me encourage you to shake off all things of a winter nature. This summer, we are
coming out from Covid restrictions from days when our worship and witness of God has been hindered. Like the
athlete in training, we may need to set our minds a fresh, to think about blessing God through active engagement
with our faith and witness. We may need to tell ourselves get up!
Then we read the phrase “Let us Run”, which is an invitation to run in tandem with others. In the coming weeks we
will be announcing that our seating capacity in Church will increase from the 30-40 that we have had for nearly a
year. With proper preparations we can now seat 90 as a maximum which I think is an important statement to make.
In the next week I will receive my second vaccination, and like all others who have received this blessing, it will be
good to know that we can all return to the life and worship that we once knew and ran with.
Finally, we are encouraged to run with perseverance the race marked out for us. We have all suffered a yearl ong
pandemic and have shielded and it may now be hard to move out of our isolation. So, is God right to ask us to
persevere, to do something despite our difficulties? The answer to all big questions in life is to bring the issue to
God in prayer. So, please can I leave you with the task of praying to God and to move forward in the measure he
gives so that you can be faithful to him, our Lord and Saviour.

Mark
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QUIET CORNER
It's not often that I'm lost for words as anyone who really knows me will testify, but I have been of late. Perhaps it's
been because so many things have been happening in such a short space of time in my little corner of the world.
When this happens, I usually turn to the Psalms to still my mind and all that is going on. In particular, the opening
line of Psalm 46 and verse 10 crashes through the chaos; “Be still and know that I am God”.
To be still is something I find difficult to achieve. Being a highly organised person for most of my life, I usually have
my days planned to the Must Do's, Should Do's and Try Do's. If I'm not doing any of that, then I'm probably in the
planning stages of one of the “Do's”. That said, once I achieve being still, I can be still for as long as it takes. The
second part is infinitely more difficult i.e. to find God in that stillness. To find, listen and know that it is God who is
speaking, can be really difficult, particularly if what is being listened to comes in a strange language and from
unexpected sources. This is best illustrated in the Bible account of the events surrounding Pentecost or Whit
Sunday as it is often known; the Season of which in the Church, lasts all the way through to almost the end of
October.
The story of Pentecost starts just before the “ Ascension of Jesus” at the beginning of the Book of Acts of the
Apostles in the New Testament. Luke writes to Theophilus about the life and suffering of Jesus up to the day
when Jesus was taken up to heaven (Acts 1:v 1-4). The Disciples have been ordered by Jesus to stay in
Jerusalem, why:”for John baptized with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now” (Acts 1: v 5). Just 2 verses on, Luke records Jesus saying to his Disciples just moments before His
ascension “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you: and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1 v 8)
What happens next to the Disciples following the ascension of Jesus, is nothing short of “mind blowing” to use a
modern phrase. The coming of the Holy Spirit in power has everyone in a violent wind storm with tongues of fire
flying around and everyone speaking in different foreign languages, as the Spirit gave them ability (Acts 2 v 1-13).
So there they have gone from meeting in quiet prayer and fellowship, being still and all of a sudden knowing the
presence and power of God through the Holy Spirit in ways they could never have dreamed of.
With the heading of “A Call to Worship and Obedience” Psalm 95, the last line of verse 7, says “O' that today
you would listen to His voice!” So be careful what you pray for when you sign up for a Church Quiet Day,
prayer meeting or even a quiet time before the start of a Service in Church; violent storms, tongues of flames,
strange languages. Is it “Heaven forbid” or “bring it on” as my grand-children would say in their own strange
language, which I have difficulty in understanding at times.
John Hopper
Lay Reader

A Late Spring
Woods that slept in gloomy winter’s browns,
Awaken now to many sounds
Singing loudly in the trees,
Encouraging buds of brighter green,
Rustling twigs and gathering in,
Nesting materials, grasses and moss.
To cushion their homes, against the frost,
Preparing comfort in which to hatch,
New life.
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The Serving Africa Mission
Pearl Mission Base
Krorleman, Accra
Dear friends from Chester le Street,
Thank you so much for thinking of us again and
supporting our work. We are still in Ghana, although
we hope to return late July. It depends on many
factors, not the least of which is our second
vaccinations. These were a gift to us from India and
they have not been disrupted.
We have had to change the pattern of our work as
have so many others. We have zoomed teaching until
we are zoomed out! We have spent much time on
personal visits as we cannot have any conferences or
big meetings. We have been very happy in this,
although it is not the most efficient way of working.
On the base, the school has just completed its first
full-term. The Government shut all schools for nearly a
year. We now have 10 teachers and 73 children.
Amazing. The Mission now has 20 staff on its payroll - most of this generated here through fees.
Our main school is now coming on, and we are hoping to open 2 classrooms in September. A good and growing
project. Our churches - Freedom, Joyful and Beloved are doing well. It’s a slow job, but we are encouraged.
Many things have frustrated and some have gone wrong. That is the nature of church work the world over. I won’t
trouble you with them all, but I like you to know that it is the same for us here as it is for you in the U,K. Suffice to
say - we have overcome them all!
So soon to leave here and pick up our work in the U,K. and Europe. I am planning to open a zoom prayer centre
with teaching when I get home. We never close!

Jim Smith

MOTHERS' UNION
We held a socially distanced meeting in Church on 10th May. Kathleen Wilson our Diocesan
President was the speaker and she was telling us about the work the Mothers' Union have been
doing in the Diocese in the last year during lock down. She also presented a number of long service
awards to some of our members - Beryl Wilson 61 years, Olive Murray, Joan Davison and Joan Thompson 40 yrs,
Joyce Armstrong and Jennifer Alps 25 yrs.
We have also held a couple of meetings using Zoom and have also met using Whypay on the telephone. At the
Zoom meeting in May Michelle Dundas lead the meeting and talked about the Lord's Prayer.
Future Meetings
Monday 14th June - Parish Church at 2.00 pm (To attend please phone Sue Begg 0191 4106595 to book a
place)
Monday 21st June - Zoom Meeting at 2.00 pm (You need an internet connection)
Monday 28th June - Whypay Meeting at 2.00 pm (Using the telephone)
For details of how to join these two meetings please phone Sue Begg for the relevant codes and phone numbers.

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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Compassion Sunday
11th July
I’m really looking forward to joining you all on 11th July to worship
together and share God’s word. The opportunity to preach the gospel
is always a privilege but it’s extra special that I’ll be returning to my
hometown for this special Compassion Sunday.
I am so blessed to have a job that explicitly plays a role in
transforming the lives of children around the world. I joined
Compassion UK in September 2019 and the more I’ve got to know
the organisation, its values and its people, the more I have fallen
head over heels in love with it. Compassion UK is Christ centred,
church based and child focused and it’s mission is simple; to release
children from poverty in Jesus name. Proverbs 31:8-9 encourages us
to, ““Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and
judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.”
My role is to give church family members like you the opportunity to get involved in building God’s kingdom here
on Earth. How exciting!
Compassion UK are well known for their child sponsorship programme; a personal and empowering relationship
for both the child and their sponsor. Children’s lives are transformed and their futures re-written. Sponsorship
provides them with not only practical necessities like nutritious meals, medical check-ups and schooling but also a
hope and a belief that they are loved.
I can think of few better ways to serve our awesome Father than by caring for the poor. In Matthew we read, ‘Truly
I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ What an
honour!
Before my visit, I would be delighted to encourage you to pray for our brothers and sisters around the world living
in extreme poverty. Ask God to open your heart and ears to hear His voice and for the courage to act upon what
He is stirring inside of you.
Many blessings

Alison Beveridge
For more information, please visit www.compassionuk.org or reach out to me via alib@compassionuk.org/
I would be so pleased to chat with you.

Church Giving
Thank you to everyone for your contribution to Church Finances in whichever way or
whenever you give.
It is possible for anyone (Church members or not) to contribute to our church finances from their bank into the
church account.
The account is: St Mary and St Cuthbert, Chester-le-Street.
Account No. 50050083 Barclays bank. Sort code: 20-27-41
Many of you are now using the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) who launched a ‘donate by phone’ option meaning
givers don’t even have to complete paperwork anymore.
You can set up a regular gift to our Parish by a single phone call to: 0333 002 1271. It is free number to call if you
have bundled minutes, otherwise the charge is like a normal landline number.
A PGS administrator will take you through the process – it takes about 15 minutes. You will be asked for:

Whether you want to increase your gift in line with inflation each year (or not)

We now have a new way of giving - raise funds for our Parish while you shop! - see page
7 for more details.
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The Henry Smith Fund
The Henry Smith Fund is a fund that gives our church £2000 a year to be able to help people struggling in our
parish. If we don’t use it in any year, the following year’s £2000 is not put into our accounts. There are stipulations
for giving this aid to people:
1. The beneficiary must be living in our parish, within Chester le Street. They do not need to be a member of the
Church.
2. It must be used to buy something physical, such as a carpet or a washing machine.
3. It cannot be a monetary donation. The church must buy the item required and donate that to the beneficiary.
4. The standing committee must approve any applications to this fund. They meet every two months.
5. The fund must be used by June each year to be replenished in the same year.
If you are aware of someone living in our parish who is suffering hardship, you can approach a Church warden,
Rev. Mark or a member of the PCC to apply for access to this fund. The PCC are very keen to use this fund every
year in order that people may see the love of God in action in Chester le Street, and know that the Church would
like to share His love.
We still have some funds available which we would like to use in the near future to enable us to apply for the next
£2000.

The following is a link to a website where you can sign up to enable this to happen. It can also be found on our
Friends of St Mary and St Cuthbert facebook page and Church Facebook page.

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryandstcuthbertch/?invite=3VP8FQ&refe
rral-campaign=s2s
Or put easyfundraising into your search engine ("Google it") You will need to set up an account with St Mary and
St Cuthbert Church as the recipients.
If you need futher assistance contact Elaine Rayner - elainekrayner@googlemail.com or through the Parish
Office.

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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Two Farewells and a Hug
In the last six weeks we have said 2 significant farewells to members of our Clergy team - Rev
David Tully and his wife Christine on his retirement Also to Rev. Simon Grundy, his wife
Rebecca and children Eloise and James as they move to Consett where they continue their
journey of faith as Simon takes on the role of vicar of Christ Christ Consett. For the ‘HUG’ see
page 10.

Thanks from David and Christine
We are very grateful for all the kind messages, lovely cards and
generous presents that we received as we said farewell on May
9. It was very emotional to say goodbye after 12 happy years
with you, particularly at the very last service at 10.00 am – the
longest we have ever been in a place since we married in the
1970s.
Our removal day went well on May 14, the firm who moved us to
Newcastle were very efficient and pleasant.
We went to our new church Holy Trinity, Jesmond as “normal
people” on Sunday May 16. It is just over a mile from where we
now live.
There is a lot of work to get sorted out in our house, we had
quite a lot of work done on it over the last 7 months with an
extension. It is very dusty and there are quite a lot of snags to
be dealt with. Perhaps by the autumn we will feel comfortable in
our new home.
Our new home address is:
4 Winchcombe Place,
High Heaton,
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE7 7AX.
As I said on May 9 you will always occupy a special place in our
hearts and we will keep you in our prayers.
I have attached a photograph of some of the presents including a personalised bottle of bubbly, a pendant and
flowers with a few of the many cards.
David
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A number 9 shirt - a fitting gift

The Envelope!

What's in the box?

Christine delighted with the puppet

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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Rev. Simon Grundy
We said farewell to Simon, Rebecca, Eloise and James on Sunday April 25th as they got ready to move to
Consett and the next stage of their journey in faith, as Simon is to become the new Vicar of Christ Church,
Consett.
His licensing took place on Tuesday 11th May with Bishop Sarah and Archdeacon of Durham and Lanchester
Libby Wilkinson.
We wish them well in their new church and home.

Way of Learning
The Bishop of Durham and The Bishop of Jarrow have completed the
third of four inaugural pilgrimage routes.
The Pilgrimage which took place over 3 days started
at St Paul’s Jarrow on Sunday16th May, continuing through Whitburn,
Roker and then St Peter’s Monkwearmouth for an overnight stay,
following the Way of Learning and tracing the footsteps of the
Venerable Bede and the Carrying of Cuthbert body from Chester le
Street to its final resting place in Durham Cathedral. On the second
day they continued with their journey on to Penshaw, Houghton-leSpring and overnight at Chilton Moor. The final day saw them
travelling through Fencehouses, Chester-le-Street, Lumley, then
Finchale Abbey and arriving at Durham Cathedral Tuesday afternoon.
On the final day they were joined by BBC’s Revd Kate Bottley and a
production team from Songs of Praise to record their journey for the
programme that will air on the 13th June 2021.
As preparation for the filming Rev Kate and the team came to Chesterle-Street on Monday 17th to look at the church and Ref-use cafe
where the pilgrims were to lunch.
On the first day we were allowed to hug - Mark managed to hug Rev.
Kate - much to his delight.
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Noticeboard
The deadline for the July Edition of OUTREACH is
Tuesday 15th June

Parish Values
* Reaching out with God’s love
* Serving the People of Chester-le-Street
* Doing everything for Jesus

Buildings Team Reformed
Do you feel called to be part of, or even lead a very important team who can help out with
practical jobs around Church Building and the Parish Centre?
If so, we would like to hear from you and reform a team of willing volunteers. Contact Jan in the Parish
Office if you are interested jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com or 0191 388 3295.

Churchwardens

Parish Centre Coffee Lounge

“Your cafe needs

YOU”

Great News The Coffee Lounge opened on the 17th May
Sharon, Ben, Caroline and our volunteers have enjoyed meeting with our lovely customers and serving you with Tea,
Coffee, Scones, Cakes and Light Lunches and of course chips are always on the menu. Our revamped menu will
include a new feature… Paninis!
All this from our recently refurbished kitchen.
The new kitchen enables us to provide an even better service and we are extremely grateful for everyone who
helped deliver this major improvement.
We still need a few more volunteers to welcome people and wait at tables as we did in the Autumn. If you would
like to be part of this amazing team of volunteers please contact Sharon or Jan in the Parish Office Tel - 3883295 or email - jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

A heartfelt thanks
We would like to thank everyone for the prayers, cards, kind words and flowers sent to us at the death of Edna' s
elder sister Flo, in mid April and Gordon's younger sister Joan three weeks later. your thoughtfulness and concern
has been a comfort to all the family at this very difficult time.

Blessings Edna and Gordon Sanderson.
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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The Parish Register
Funerals

Baptisms
16 May

April
23

Edwina Kathleen Elizabeth King (98)

26

Chris Gardiner (83)
Mavis Mitchenson (79)

27

Shirley Glassey (79)

28

Ruth Greaves (92)

30

Derek Edward Wright (91)

George Scott

May
4

Silas William Sandford

Weddings

Gerald Richardson

10

Linda Isabel Hall (73)

12

John Dawson (77)

17

Karen Earnshaw (62)

21

Ralph Tuart (92)

24

James Baster Briggs (89)

6 May
David Holmes & Christine Elisabethe Selkirk

Coffee Mornings
Saturdays, 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
in the Parish Centre
Due to the present Corona Virus Pandemic there are no
coffee mornings booked at present.

Flowers:
In memory of:
April

Ruby Smiles

May

Norah Wanless
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Great Expectations
Personal Tuition from a teacher of 40 year'
experience and current GCSE and A Level examiner.
Offering English Language, Literature, History, Religious
Studies Drama and Art.

* Are you interested in reading the classics?
* Would you like to look at great paintings in a
new way?

All levels covered - Key Stage 2, 11+, GCSE, A Level and
Dissertation.

So far we have looked at Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
amongst others. Also the Dutch Golden Age and French
Impressionists.
Thursdays - 10.00 am to 12 noon - Small friendly group.

Also Help with Personal Statements, Job aplications and
Public Speaking

In September we will be looking at the Brontes.
In January the Italian Renaissance awaits!

Phone Sue on 0191 371 8533 for details.

For more details contact Sue on 0191 371 8533

Laura Pratt (M.Ch.S)
CHIROPODY/ PODIATRIST
FRIENDLY PRACTICE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 yrs
GROUND FLOOR SURGERY
CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
HPS Registered
Covers all aspects of footcare:
Hard skin removal & Corns
Nail care
Verrucae treatment
Biomechanical assessments

PAINTING & DECORATING

Opening hours
Monday & Friday 9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

11 CLARENCE TERRACE
CHESTER-LE-STREET
DH3 3DG
(0191) 388 3196
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

Internal & External Decorating
Guttering Cleaned
Power Wash Cleaning -

Driveways, Patios, Etc.

129 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street,
Co. Durham, DH3 3SB

Tel: (0191)388 5753
Mobile: 0778 0692241

Outreach JUNE 2021
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J. M. & E.
OVINGTON & SON
Funeral Directors
‘Our caring, reliable and sympathetic staff
will offer the highest standards of care,
help and support to you at all times’

‘Put your trust in us’
Prepayment Plans available.
Written details available on request.

28 Ravensworth Road
Birtley
Co Durham
DH3 1EJ
14 Outreach JUNE 2021

Telephone
0191 410 3863 (24 hrs)

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

0191 387 1404
151 Front Street, Chester le Street
Also at 210 Durham Road,
Gateshead (opp. Springfield Hotel)
0191 477 2398 / www.aytonandranson.net

M. FORRESTER
LANDSCAPES

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST
Trained at Houghall College
Professional Reliable Service

From fencing to flowers,
paving to plants,
your complete garden service

Mrs Last's Ironing
Call or text 07572655835
or find me on Facebook
£12 a basket
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

Ring Between
8am - 9pm Any Day
Call Michael on
0191 3873993
Or

07947 188124
Outreach JUNE 2021
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Average monthly circulation in
2020 was 320 copies.
Contributions to the Parish Office
or by e-mail to:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

July 2021 Edition
Deadline
Tuesday 15th June 2021
Editor:

Who’s Who?
Staff team:
Rev’d Mark Harrison
Curate (07975 782891)

Pastoral Assistants
Sharon Dodds
Julie Harrison
Paul Vincent

Church Secretary:
Jan Rowland
Parish Centre Office (388 3295)

Verging Team:
Tom Appleby, Edna Sanderson.
Alexander Armstrong, Terry Culkin

Youth & Children’s Co-ordinator
Susan White (0771 7823915)
Treasurer:
Malcolm Austin

Readers:
John Hopper
Dennis Rudd (410 0820)
Audrey Telford

Organist:
Stephen Smith

Parish Centre Kitchen Manager:
Sharon Phillips (01325 467 806)

We reserve the right to shorten articles
and cannot guarantee publication of
everything sent to us.

Churchwardens:
Dorothy Hall
Elaine Rayner

David Mallams
Malcolm Rowland

Reg. Charity No: 1130847

Weekly Worship
in the Parish of St Mary and St Cuthbert

Parish Centre Office:
Church Chare
Chester-le-Street
Co Durham DH3 3QB
Tel: 0191 388 3295
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm

E- mail:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

Website:
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

SUNDAYS
8.00 am Holy Communion*
10.00 am Morning Service and Online 10.00 am Service
6.00 pm Evening Service

AREA SERVICES
Organised by Parish North and Parish South - meeting fortnightly at
10.00 am in “Cuthbert” in Parish Centre (Open to all - book via Parish
Office)
June 6th - South

Church Opening Hours
The church building is only open for:
Services on a Thursday and Sunday
- please book place via the Parish
Office.

Tuesday afternoon for private prayer
- 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm.

June 13th - North
June 20th - South
June 27th - North

WEEKDAYS
Thursday

10.45 am Holy Communion*

*Book of Common Prayer

Staff Days Off
Please note that Mark’s day off is usually Friday. Please respect this time
during the next few months of interregnum.

Printed by St Mary and St Cuthbert’s Parish Office

