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From the Parish Church of St Mary & St Cuthbert, Chester-le-Street, Co Durham

Faithful Lord, whose
steadfast love never
ceases and whose
mercies never come to
an end: grant us the
grace to trust you and
to recieve the gifts of
your love, new every
morning, in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

EVERY SUNDAY
8.00 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

Services in the church building (also broadcast online on our Church Facebook
Page)

10.00 am

Service in the Parish Centre

6.00 pm

Evening Service.

THURSDAYS
10.45 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

People need to book via Jan in the Office to attend services in the church or Centre.
The gatherings are still socially distanced, wearing face masks and with no singing.
The 6.00 pm services will often be led by lay people in the coming months.
The next MESSY CHURCH is on Sunday July 11th at 4.00 pm, more details nearer the time on
our church Facebook page
The church is open for PRIVATE PRAYERS in church on Tuesdays 1.00 - 3.00 pm

Extra PCC Meeting Update
An introduction for the PCC - The Parish Prioritisation Guide
On Monday June 21st the PCC met along with The Venerable Robert Cooper (Archdeacon of Sunderland) and
Rev’d Canon Sheila Bamber (Our Facilitator) to discuss the first steps along the road to the appointment of a
new Rector.
The First step is for the PCC along with our Facilitator to complete the Parish Prioritisation Work Book with a
pre-appointment toolkit which will look at:
Missional Potential
Financial prospects
How far our buildings are ‘fit for mission’
The strength of (and any gaps in) our governance structures.
Over the next few weeks the PCC will meet on 3 separate occasions to complete this document so that by
September we will be in a position to advertise for a new Rector. The first of these meetings will take place on
Wednesday June 30th.
The Diocese of Durham has identified our Church as a (Mission Critical Exception) to the process of filling our
vacancy.
Please pray for our Church and the PCC during this very important time.
A prayer for guidance –
The Waymark Prayer
Loving God, guiding the people of Durham Diocese faithfully through the years:
We thank you for our saints who have marked our path, young and old, known and unknown from all places in
walks of life.
Help us to find your way in our generation: transformed by your truth, sharing your life, blessing our communities.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen

We will keep you informed throughout the process

Malcolm Rowland
(Church Warden)
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See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43.19

Curate’s Letter

Last week Julie and travelled up to the Scottish Borders for a holiday which we feel
was one of our best. We were left in awe and wonder as we first saw sight of the
cascading hills, and in those times, we took breath to say thank you God. Then as
we journeyed further into our week our hearts and minds were set, for, we were entering into Gods great Cathedral,
and his gift of hills, fields and valleys were in every place. For us it was a time to share and perceive God’s beauty
here on earth.
Then on our final day we spent a few hours in Bamburgh, and both Julie and I were seized by the red vibrancy of a
family of wild poppies with large red petals and a mass of buds that had yet to open. So, for this reason I bring to us
the verse found in the book of Isaiah, where God says “See, I am doing a new thing! It springs up; do you not
perceive it?
As a Church we are in a time of interregnum, the Rector’s seat is empty and yet life for our church goes on and in
every gathering of the family of God, new things spring up and reveal to us the passionate heart of God for his
Church. It has been such a blessing and support to me to see how many people are embracing the experience of
doing new things in the life of our church community and to say that from my position new things are emerging. So
how else may we perceive this new season.
New things are found as God makes his way known in the wilderness.
We may remember that for Moses, the wilderness was a 40 year journey for God’s ancient people and then the
wilderness was a 40 day journey of depravation for Jesus. In both bible accounts God was moving and making
himself known and understood, and thankfully he still does that for us all today. Every day God brings to us new
opportunities to engage with him and to hold onto the experience of seeing him through Salvation and Creation. In
some moments he calls us to marvel at his grace and to enter into prayer, at other times he calls us to embrace
new opportunities of knowing and serving him better.
In recent weeks I have been sent emails from the office of the Durham Vocations Advisor inviting people to apply
for educational courses for new ministries to emerge through Lay Readers, Pastoral Ministers and Chaplaincy.
Some in our church are moving in new directions of discernment so please pray for them. But also can I add,
please pray and take time to think about your own journey with God and how something new might emerge in you.
New things are found in the smallest of streams.
If it wasn’t for the smallest of streams of water cascading from high ground nothing could grow. We as the family of
God know how essential it is to find the water of life in Jesus, and to know the spiritual well placed in us as work of
the Holy Spirit. What a great delight it is to realise and know that each of us in the hand of God is a channel of
spiritual water, that when we come together, we combine into a small stream full of God and filled with deeper
blessings for our own needs and for the needs of all around. But we cannot take anything for granted, we all have a
part to play in coming together of being where God is and where is blessings are.
So, as we come together may we see ourselves as God see’s us, streams of life. May we perceive that in this day
something new is springing up, and like the red poppies, there is a vibrancy and light in our church, and, there is
the promise of life to come in each and every closed bud which will flower in days to come.
God Bless

Mark
NB Copies of the Flyers with details for the Pastoral Ministry course and the Lay Chaplaincy course can be found
on the Notice Board in the Parish Centre Foyer.
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF YEAR
This past year has been one of big ups and bigger downs when it
comes to youth and children’s work in the parish. Up until recently
most of my work over the past year has been online.
I’ve struggled with getting to grips with online groups, creating fun
videos for all our schools, taking part in ‘live lessons’ online with
school, messy church online, then outdoors, as well as delivering craft
packs, games, and resources to families and young people. Then
there are the RULES! All the different rules about how and where we
can meet as groups, risk assessments and covid safe environments.
It’s all been very overwhelming. Its been a tough year for young
people with exams cancelled, online schooling and the lack of a
weekly pattern and just like we, as adults have struggled to find
pattern and stay motivated, the younger generations have been
experiencing a lot of unsettling times in their lives and social
connections.
All of that said, we have been managing to get small groups together,
and recently I’ve been visiting schools again to lead small collective
worships which has been an absolute joy, I am now a foundation
Governor at C of E Primary School. It’s been great to build on those
relationships we already have at the school and they are encouraged
by the strengthening of the bond between church and school.
Creative ministry is still meeting regularly even through the Pandemic either online or in person. We received a
grant to get some new equipment to assist us to make puppet videos rather than our traditional method of
performances and we are entering a national competition for best puppet video. We’ve welcomed 5 new
members to the team.
Since some of our young people were received in to communion at Christmas our little group has continued to
meet on line but with the lifting of some restrictions we are now able to meet in person. In our times together
follow bible themes and enjoy crafts, imaginative play and skit’s. We pray together and loads more. We’ve been
for walks out, played in the park and enjoyed a movie night. This is such a special little group which is now
growing as more young people start to join us.
Messy Church has begun to meet in person again in a really small way. During the pandemic all our regular
families received craft packs with all they needed to take part in Messy Church at home. Thankfully we now are
able to meet outdoors, this month our theme was the environment and how to take care of God’s earth. There
have been some significant challenges with a group like this, with the restrictions, but our aim has been to support
our families and enable them to take part in Messy Church in whatever way we have been allowed to,

Messy Church Indoors - see above
Outdoors - on the Green beside the
swimming pool.
cont. on page 5
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Cont. From Page 4
We would usually be promoting our summer activities with
ReNew NE Holidays by now, but as the restrictions continue, we
cannot now have our usual youth and children’s camps. However
we are hoping (restriction depending) to facilitate a holiday at
home camp. This will take place at the parish centre week of the
23rd of August for 5 days. We will need volunteers to help and
support in lots of different ways. We will need advertising to
inform families and we will need financial support to offer a high
quality experience for the young people. We would like to be able
to offer food in some way, packed lunches maybe, and I’m sure
there’s more to add to this ist. If you can help in any way please
do and be encouraged that this is our opportunity to support the
growth and spiritual nurture of the young people that will come
along.
Holiday clubs are a big support to the family as a whole and I know the young people need so much to have
something that’s just for them, please do get in touch and tell me how you can help. Either email the Parish
Centre jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com or call/text me Sue White – 07717823915
ReNew NE – is a charity set up to support young people have experiences they might otherwise not have by
offering Christian Camps, group support and volunteers. You can support them by going on to their website at

www.renewne.org.uk

Sue White

Virtual Meetings
On Zoom
Videos for Messy Church
also Advent and Holy week

An Easter Garden - part of a
Messy Church video
activity

Even our Christingle at
Christmas time was
affected by Covid
regulations. But Sue came
to the rescue in her
Christingle costume.

A big thank you Sue from all our young people. For all the unseen work you do. I know I certainly enjoyed
the videos you produced for Messy Church, Advent and Easter & more, and appreciate the time it takes to
produce them. NAH

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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QUIET CORNER
Just recently, it seems that the whole question of space travel has become so much more popular and in no small
measure to Professor Brian Cox with his TV programmes presented in an easily understood format. However, two
further pieces of news pricked my ears into action: Jeff Bezos the founder of Amazon and his brother Mark, along
with the winner of an on line auction, will board the Bezos owned “New Shephard” space rocket on 20th July.
Once the rocket gets to 60 miles above sea level, known as the Karman line, the capsule will detach from the
booster to allow its passengers to look down on Earth and to experience weightlessness. The capsule is expected
to land in the west Texas desert with the aid of parachutes.
His rival Elon Musk the founder of space exploration company Space X has yet to fly one of his rockets but Sir
Richard Branson of Virgin fame, hopes to fly in his Virgin Galactic later this year following a series of delays. The
more serious NASA expeditions to Mars and Venus and Hubble telescope program, along with the International
Space Station flights, now have on the face of it, some competition. Even more interesting, is news that in the
future, school children can expect to experience space flights as part of their education. Welcome to our brave
new world some may say, whilst others may be appalled at the billions $US of private money being spent with so
much hunger and poverty on planet earth.
So what fuels this fascination with space travel, particularly from private individuals you may ask. Presumably like
myself it stems from childhood with the comic book exploits of Dan Dare and later, the first successful space flight
of the Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin and the American Neil Armstrong's walk on the Moon. I suspect also,
there is a huge chunk of personal vanity and the prospect of money to be made. Yet we as Christians, should be
excited too, but on another completely different level.
The Bible has a lot to say about “outer space and our relationship with it. “In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). A little further on, “And God said, let there be lights in the sky to separate
day from night” (Genesis1:14).
The Book of Psalms has many references to “the Heavens” such as “When I consider the heavens, the work of
Your hands, the moon and the stars which you have set in place, what is man.........................and crowned him
with glory and honour” (Psalm 8:3-5). Also one of my favourites, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies
proclaim the work of His hands” (Psalm 19:1). Other references to the heavens can be found in Psalms 50 :6,
89:5, 104:2 and another personal favourite Psalm 97:6 “The heavens proclaim His righteousness, and all the
peoples see His glory”.
So God uses the heavens as part of His creation, to show Himself to the world. Hopefully for the Bezos brothers,
Elon Musk and Sir Richard Branson and all others past, present and future who venture into space, including
future school children, they will not only appreciate how beautiful earth is, but they will also experience the beauty
and wonder of God himself who created the whole Cosmos and all that is in it. What a wonderful way to bring the
whole world to the God who sits on the throne of Grace and to His only son Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, “whose
hands flung stars into space, to cruel nails surrendered” as the song tells us.
John Hopper
Lay Reader

THIS HAS BECOME AN
INCREDIBLE TIME

6

ON THE DEATH OF GEORGE
FLOYD

This has become an incredible time,
Really?
The very same word used,
Time after time.
What happened to 'very, 'surprising,'
'Exceptional?'
All could be used,
A thesaurus full.
Do we notice?
Can we tell?
Are we lost in wide-eyed credulity?
Think again,
Let's have some variety.

George was dark and I am fair,
Yet he is my brother,
Because we share
The same humanity.
So, when others decide,
That appearances divide,
Opportunities are lost,
Callous discrimination will cost,
And fuel contempt.
No-one, whatever shade, should exempt
Another relation, another soul.
Equality, opportunity,
Peace should be our goal.

K.E.Brown (2020)

Katharine Brown (04.06.20)
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Noticeboard
The deadline for the September Edition of OUTREACH is
Tuesday 17th August

Parish Values
* Reaching out with God’s love
* Serving the People of Chester-le-Street
* Doing everything for Jesus

Buildings Team Reformed
Do you feel called to be part of, or even lead a very important team who can help out with
practical jobs around Church Building and the Parish Centre?
If so, we would like to hear from you and reform a team of willing volunteers. Contact Jan in the Parish
Office if you are interested jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com or 0191 388 3295.

Churchwardens

THANK YOU

CRISP
PACKETS

What do you do with yours? Throw them out?
Before the Covid Pandemic started early last year - at
Parish North we collected them to hand over to a
worthwhile local charity - If U Care Share - who get
money for every packet they send for recycling. Many
of us continue to do so.
If U Care Share is a charity that is concerned with those
who have been affected by suicide - either because of
their own or someone they know with mental health
problems or death of a loved one. They also do much
work with local and national football teams who have
junior acadamies attached to their clubs.
If you would like to recycle and save some of the waste
that goes into your bins and landfill please start
collecting now.
Before long I hope to have a place in the Parish Centre
where they can be left. In the meantime please get in
touch with me and I'll come and collect them. Or I am
in the Parish Centre every other Sunday when Parish
North have their service.
Norma Hedley
388 2967
For more information about If U Care Share visit their
website - https://www.ifucareshare.co.uk

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

I’d like to thank everyone for their prayers throughout
my training for ordination. I have completed my
theological training course and I will be ordained on
the 4th July this year. Sadly due to the current
restrictions I am unable to invite everyone as I would
have liked.
God’s blessings to you all,

Dawn Hudson
For more news from Dawn and a photograph please
turn to page 9

MOTHERS' UNION
We held a socially distanced meeting in
Church on 14th June. Norma Clee our
MU Diocesan Chaplain was the speaker when she
spoke about some of the things that had given her
hope in the last year.
We have also held a couple of meetings using Zoom
and have also met using Whypay on the telephone.
At the Zoom meeting in June Norma Hedley lead the
meeting and talked about the the MU theme Summer
of Hope and we talked about some of our experiences
and hopes of the last year.
Future Meetings
Monday 12th July - Parish Church at 2.00 pm (To
attend please phone Sue Begg 0191 4106595 to book
a place)
After this meeting we break for the summer. Look out
for details coming soon of what is happening in the
Autumn

Outreach JULY/AUGUST 2021
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The Parish Register
Funerals

Weddings

May
28

Lily McKie (83)
28 May

June

Amy Boyle & Kieran Stavers

1

Jean Lambton (83)

2

Doris Tinkler (96)

5 June
Amber Courtney Milburn & Graeme Michael Smith

3

Joseph Coultard (74)

8

Pamela Rowcroft (49)

9

Claire Gilmour (42)

Coffee Mornings
Saturdays, 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
in the Parish Centre
Due to the present Corona Virus Pandemic there are no
coffee mornings booked at present.

Flowers:
In memory of:

8

April

Ruby Smiles

May

Norah Wanless

Florence Ashton
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Wearing my stole
the deacon way!
After Dawn's ordination as
deacon on 4th July she will
be going to St Albans at
Windy Nook, and St John's
Gateshead Fell as curate.

Parish Centre
Café
The Parish Centre Cafe continues
to be a place to catch up with
friends old and new and is an
important part of our Parish life.
Please continue to support this
important ministry and if you haven’t
already called in, please do to
sample the amazing cakes, scones
and lunches which are on offer.
Many thanks to all our volunteers
who continue to support us.
The coffee lounge is open Monday
to Friday 10.00 am – 1.00 pm.
We look forward to seeing you.
(If you would like to help and be a
volunteer - please get in touch with
Jan in the Parish Office or Sharon in
the Kitchen - new rotas are being
prepared for August)

PAINTING & DECORATING
Internal & External Decorating
Guttering Cleaned
Power Wash Cleaning -

Driveways, Patios, Etc.

129 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street,
Co. Durham, DH3 3SB

Tel: (0191)388 5753
Mobile: 0778 0692241

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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0191 387 1404
151 Front Street, Chester le Street
Also at 210 Durham Road,
Gateshead (opp. Springfield Hotel)
0191 477 2398 / www.aytonandranson.net

Laura Pratt (M.Ch.S)
CHIROPODY/ PODIATRIST
FRIENDLY PRACTICE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 yrs
GROUND FLOOR SURGERY
CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
HPS Registered
Covers all aspects of footcare:
Hard skin removal & Corns
Nail care
Verrucae treatment
Biomechanical assessments

M. FORRESTER
LANDSCAPES

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST
Trained at Houghall College
Professional Reliable Service

From fencing to flowers,
paving to plants,
your complete garden service

Opening hours
Monday & Friday 9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

11 CLARENCE TERRACE
CHESTER-LE-STREET
DH3 3DG
(0191) 388 3196
10 Outreach JULY/AUGUST 2021

Ring Between
8am - 9pm Any Day
Call Michael on
0191 3873993
Or

07947 188124
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

* Are you interested in reading the classics?
* Would you like to look at great paintings in a
new way?
So far we have looked at Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
amongst others. Also the Dutch Golden Age and French
Impressionists.
Thursdays - 10.00 am to 12 noon - Small friendly group.

In September we will be looking at the Brontes.
In January the Italian Renaissance awaits!
For more details contact Sue on 0191 371 8533

Great Expectations
Personal Tuition from a teacher of 40 year'
experience and current GCSE and A Level examiner.
Offering English Language, Literature, History, Religious
Studies Drama and Art.
All levels covered - Key Stage 2, 11+, GCSE, A Level and
Dissertation.
Also Help with Personal Statements, Job aplications and
Public Speaking
Phone Sue on 0191 371 8533 for details.

J. M. & E.
OVINGTON & SON
Funeral Directors
‘Our caring, reliable and sympathetic staff
will offer the highest standards of care,
help and support to you at all times’

‘Put your trust in us’
Prepayment Plans available.
Written details available on request.

28 Ravensworth Road
Birtley
Co Durham
DH3 1EJ

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

Telephone
0191 410 3863 (24 hrs)
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outreach
Average monthly circulation in
2020 was 320 copies.
Contributions to the Parish Office
or by e-mail to:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

September 2021 Edition
Deadline
Tuesday 17th August 2021
Editor:

Who’s Who?
Staff team:
Rev’d Mark Harrison
Curate (07975 782891)

Pastoral Assistants
Sharon Dodds
Julie Harrison
Paul Vincent

Church Secretary:
Jan Rowland
Parish Centre Office (388 3295)

Verging Team:
Tom Appleby, Edna Sanderson.
Alexander Armstrong, Terry Culkin

Youth & Children’s Co-ordinator
Susan White (0771 7823915)
Treasurer:
Malcolm Austin

Readers:
John Hopper
Dennis Rudd (410 0820)
Audrey Telford

Organist:
Stephen Smith

Parish Centre Kitchen Manager:
Sharon Phillips (01325 467 806)

We reserve the right to shorten articles
and cannot guarantee publication of
everything sent to us.

Churchwardens:
Dorothy Hall
Elaine Rayner

David Mallams
Malcolm Rowland

Reg. Charity No: 1130847

Weekly Worship
in the Parish of St Mary and St Cuthbert

Parish Centre Office:
Church Chare
Chester-le-Street
Co Durham DH3 3QB
Tel: 0191 388 3295
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm

E- mail:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

Website:
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

Church Opening Hours
The church building is only open for:

SUNDAYS
8.00 am Holy Communion*
10.00 am Morning Service and Online 10.00 am Service
6.00 pm Evening Service

AREA SERVICES
Organised by Parish North and Parish South - meeting fortnightly at
10.00 am in “Cuthbert” in Parish Centre (Open to all - book via Parish
Office)
July 4th - South

August 1st - South

July 11th - North

August 8th - North

August dates might be

July 18th - South

August 15th - South

subject to some changes

July 25th - North

August 22nd - North

Services on a Thursday and Sunday
- please book place via the Parish
Office.

Tuesday afternoon for private prayer
- 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm.

August 29th - South

WEEKDAYS
Thursday

10.45 am Holy Communion*

Staff Days Off
Please note that Mark’s day off is usually Friday. Please respect this time
during the next few months of interregnum.

Printed by St Mary and St Cuthbert’s Parish Office

