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“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever
drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give
them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

John 4 .13,14 NIV
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EVERY SUNDAY
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am  Service in the church building

10.00 am  Service in the Parish Centre (run alternate weeks by Parish North and Parish
  South - see back page for details)

6.00 pm  Evening Service.  (Some members of the choir are now singing during this
  service)

THURSDAYS
10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)

Sunday 5th September - 10.00 am  - will be Parish Sunday for all, in the Parish Church with
no service in the Parish Centre.

As from 29th August it will not be necessary to book places for services in Church.

The next MESSY CHURCH is on Sunday September 12th at 4.00 pm, more details nearer the
time on our church Facebook page

The church is open for PRIVATE PRAYERS in church on Tuesdays 1.00 - 3.00 pm

Extra PCC Meetings Update
 During July and August the PCC has met on several occasions along with our Facilitator Sheila Bamber to look at
the information required to complete the Parish Prioritisation Guide Work Book.

We have looked at the 4 main areas in the Work Book:
Missional Potential

Financial prospects

How far our buildings are ‘fit for mission’

The strength of (and any gaps in) our governance structures.

We are coming to the point where the required documents can be presented to the diocese in preparation for
building our Church Profile.  This will be in readiness  for diocesan approval to go ahead with advertising for a
new Rector.

We are looking to get the document completed, agreed and signed off by the PCC at the next meeting on 14
September.

The Diocese of Durham has identified our Church as a (Mission Critical Exception) to the process of filling our
vacancy.

Please pray for our Church and the PCC during this very important time.

A prayer for guidance –
The Waymark Prayer
Loving God, guiding the people of Durham Diocese faithfully through the years:

We thank you for our saints who have marked our path, young and old, known and unknown from all places in

walks of life.

Help us to find your way in our generation: transformed by your truth, sharing your life, blessing our communities.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,     Amen

We will keep you informed throughout the process

Front cover - Lady's Well, Holystone, Northumberland.

This well was the main source of water for the village and is still used to supply water to the village.
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Dear Church Family,

Together we journey into September when late summer will merge into early
Autumn and the creation gifts of God will continue to remind us that he is forever
present and his movements amongst us are never ending.

I felt that very clearly whilst I was on my spiritual retreat in August, when every day was an opportunity for God to
speak about his gifts and his movements in our world today. I did take several books with me to challenge my
thinking but eventually felt drawn to Martyn Atkins book Resourcing Renewal, shaping churches for the emerging
future. I took this book with me on my extensive walks and then would sit for several hours to engage with the
message. The book gave insights into the Mission of God, his invitation to join with him on new ventures, fresh
expressions, to bless those around us and go to those places where our unchurched people meet, or to do
practical acts of kindness that need to be done for a community.

 On one of my walks into St Boswell, on the Cuthbert Way, I saw a living reminder of how one person took on the
task of blessing his community. This reminder was at the Victorian water fountain, erected in 1878 by Lord Polwarth
to commemorate the first piped water supply to the village. What a gift this must have been for the people living at
that time, something that would have renewed life and faith in the village.  When the fountain was erected, the
patron had the words of Jesus placed on the fountain, John 4 .13, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, but those who drink of the water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal
life.” I wonder how great was the need of this water supply to the village, how essential was it to the blessing of all,
and then what impact did it have on   people renewing their faith in God? This is what the Mission of God looks like,
and through people with missional hearts God will always transform communities.

My further reading and reflection reminded me of our Parish Church, of the three congregations that meet in
locations around the town. Firstly, we have the inherent church, then secondly, we have well established churches
in areas North and South. The inherent church has stood for 1100 years and over the centuries has seen many
changes to its internal layout, a constant reminder that worshiping communities change and adapt to the needs of
people. We may say that all changes in every epoch were essential for Gods mission to be done in the world. Then
the areas, which were set up as new expressions and were perceived as places where God’s mission was fleshed
out through the setting up of new church communities.

But the thing that was striking to me as I read and reflected was the possibility that churches might forget the
Mission of God, and strongly focus on themselves. In other words, a church may be likened to a donut, having a
good outer ring of life and expression but have no centre, no expression of the Mission of God that meets the
needs of people in the world.

Thankfully, we find ourselves with inherent missional opportunities through the Parish Centre, a place where CAP
gives support to the needs of the unemployed. Then the Café ministry, a work that offers opportunity for people to
sit and eat together and reduce the levels of loneliness in life. We also cater for the many fitness groups that hire
our hall to improve personal health.

But then for all our encouragement it has been good to see our Facebook ministry grow and other new expressions
from those who have a led walking parties or become part of a North Sea swimming group. The same can be said
for the litter pickers of Parish South, the gifts of daffodils to people in Hilda Park. When we go out from our inherent
places of worship to engage with people it is then that we join with God on his mission. Therefore, we have to walk,
we have to go, because today very few people see the church as a place to come to. Then when we go, we can
only hope that God will give opportunity for us to be his hands, his love, so that he may transform their lives and
their communities.

God Bless
Mark

Curate’s Letter
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Season of Creation

The Season of Creation, or Creationtide, is the period in the
Annual Church calendar from 1st September to 4th October
each year  dedicated to God our Creator and Sustainer of
life and is a global ecumenical  celebration during which the
Christian family celebrates the gift of creation.

 This year the theme is A Home for All? Renewing the oikos
of God.

In ancient Greek the work Oikos means Home or Household
In Genesis God sets a dome over the Earth. The word  ”dome“ is where we get words such as ‘domicile’ and
’domestic’ - in other words, God puts us all  - all people, all life - under the same domed roof - we are all in the
house, the oikos of God and  God gave humans the ministry to take care and cultivate this oikos, this home,  of
God.

The Psalmist proclaims “the Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.”  We are reminded that every beloved creature
belongs to the earth community  and  that the entire community belongs to the Creator. Our common home is
made up of a complex web of relationships between animals, plants,  organisms and minerals that each play a
vital role in maintaining the balance of this beloved community. Each creature is important and contributes to the
health  and wellbeing of our common home. This beautiful home needs proper care, to which God called us.

This year’s logo for the Season of Creation is Abraham’s tent, symbolizing “A home for all”. Abraham and Sarah
opened their tent as a home for three strangers, who turned out to be God’s angels (Genesis 18). By creating a
home for all, their act of radical hospitality became a source of great blessing. Abraham’s tent is a symbol of our
ecumenical call to practice creation care as an act of radical hospitality, safeguarding a place for all creatures and
humans in our common home, the household (oikos) of God.

This season of creation let us all pray that we can  learn to take better care for our  beautiful God created home
and all that is in it.

Love in Christ
Anne Brown

Taken from creationtide.org

To find out more information and resouces about Creationtide or watch a series of webinars from 13th - 30th

September go to www.creationtide.com   Or
www.churchofenglang.org

Prayer Diaries for 2021
Only two years ago the Parish wide prayer diaries were introduced to
the church as an aid to our daily prayer. The diaries are fanfold and
each fold represents a day in the week when we pray for members of
the church and also for our ministries and missional activity as a
church.

In the past years several changes have taken place, notably, some of
the people we were praying for have either moved away or gone to be
with the Lord and some of the ministries have changed. However, I
am sure that we all agree that our corporate acts of prayer are key to
our moving with God into the future he has for us all.

In July 2019, the first diaries were printed and a number of people
came to me later in the month asking to be added. Unfortunately, this
was not possible because it would have meant a full reprint of up to
100 fanfolds. To prevent such things happening we are giving each
area the opportunity to sign up in the same manner as before.

Cont on page 5
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QUIET CORNER
A much used phrase these days by sports commentators is: “and they say it's all over”. This is of course very true
as far as the Euro football, Wimbledon and the Olympics are concerned for 2021 and what a festival of sport it has
been. For many, many people, televised sport has been a way of coping with the disappointments and restrictions
on movement during the Covid pandemic and will continue to be so for the foreseeable future. Indeed, sport in
general has always been a “coping” mechanism for generations, even as far back as the original Olympics in
ancient Greece and the chariot races and gladiatorial combat of ancient Rome. Successive Emperors used these
events as a way of gaining favour with the people when things were going against their leadership and causing
general unrest that threatened to depose them.

However, to say “it's all over” is not true, as the 2021-22 football season is now in full swing, playing to capacity
crowds, whatever the threat to a rise in Covid infection might bring.  As far as the medical profession is concerned,
they see these sporting events as “super spreaders” for the Covid viruses, leading to potentially even worse
pandemic outbreaks, hospital admissions and sadly more deaths across whole age ranges from the very young to
the very old. To say that it's “all over” as far as Covid is concerned, it is likely to be untrue.  That apart, some
interesting comparisons with our ancient forebears in the use of great sporting events can be made. Politicians
generally and especially those in Government today are just as likely to allow sporting events to take place as a
way of gaining popular appeal for themselves and those they propose to represent. In that respect, they cannot
say “it's all over” as they continue in the same way as the ancient Greek and Roman rulers.

But what of the sports men and women (even 13 year old Olympian children)?  Whether they achieve success or
not, it's certainly not “all over” as they continue their punishing training schedules for the 2022 European and
World Athletic Championships and yet another season of football, tennis and other sports competitions. For them,
the daily training grind continues to scale even greater heights and even MBE's and OBE's from the very
politicians who can manipulate them and their sporting achievements. It's also fair to say that sporting success
has for a long time been a means of escape from poverty other social ills and evils.

Last but not least and more importantly how does God see all of this in His scheme of things? The Psalmist who
wrote Psalm 147 gives us a clue. In verses 10 - 11 he writes: “His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
neither His pleasure in the speed of a runner; but the Lord is pleased only with those who worship Him and trust in
His love”.

We can't all be sporting heroes or even achieve any measure of sporting success, but we all can worship and
trust in our Father God who through His only Son Jesus as Lord of all, who gives us eternal life.  Sporting prowess
and success may bring it's rewards to the givers and recipients in this world, but certainly not in the world to come.
For us and everyone else, life changing events start and finish in becoming humble and meek, looking after the
needs of others who are unable to look after themselves for whatever reason. As Saint Paul said in his second
letter to Timothy, “a crown will be given to me for pleasing the Lord. He judges fairly and on the day of judgement,
He will give a crown to me and to everyone else who wants Him to appear with power.”(2 Tim: 4 v8). It doesn't get
any better than that for him or us. And “they say it's all over”; I don't think so, not by a long shot.

John Hopper
Lay Reader

Prayer Diaries - Cont from page 4
This means that a large A2 copy of the last printed document will be set up at the entrance of the church services
held at both the Parish Church and the Parish Centre. Please take a look for your name, and if it is missing or if
you now wish to have it added, do so by adding your name to the bottom of the A2 sheet.

Being a Christian is a wonderful privilege and to be sharing our lives with one another is a declaration that Christ is
King. Prayer takes us deeper into the reality of that truth, and joining together in prayer is another way of declaring
that we have faith in the Kingdom of God.

The prayer diaries are a good way for us to participate in the Kingdom, and an aid to keep us praying together as
an united church.

So, when the papers come round, please think about adding you name.

If you have any questions, please contact Rev Mark Harrison
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MOTHERS' UNION
As Sue Begg our Branch leader wrote in the Durham Diocesan MU Newsround - I don't think any of
us realised what a strange land we were going into and how long we would have to wait before we
could meet together again. Here in Chester-le-Street we thought that we would be meeting again by

May 2020.  When that date passed and we were still in lockdown, we knew we needed to do something to keep
the membership together and encouraged as they faced this stange land.

So Sue organised the sending out cards of prayer and encouragement  every few weeks to all our members.
They were much appreciated by our members - thank you Sue.  Also in November and December 2020 the
church was able to open and we had a couple of branch meetings in the church buildings instead of our usual
meeting place of the Parish Centre.  Our December meeting was an alternative carol service and although we
couldn't sing our pianist, Pat Walker,  played the carols for us - I know some of us sang in our hearts and under
our breath.  The theme of the service was, 'Love came down at Christmas,' and several of our members shared
what that meant for them.

After Christmas we went into lockdown again and Sue continued to organise the sending of cards.  But we have
also taken on board new technology.  Sue learned how to host Zoom meetings so we had monthly branch
meetings via Zoom and also a monthly Whypay meeting for those who preferred to use their phones.

Since March we have been meeting in the church building again.  At our meeting in May we welcomed Kathleen,
our Diocesan President, who spoke about the work that was continuing even though we weren't meeting.  She
also presented a number of long-service certificates.

Summer of Hope - Sue along with a small number of our members is taking part in a sponsored walk the date of
which will be advertised in the near future on the weekly Notice sheet. Funds raised will go to this year's Summer
of Hope appeal and MU work overseas.  If any other MU members or members of the general congregation would
like to join her she would love to see you.

Future Meetings - Our first meeting after the summer break will be Monday  13th September at 2.00 pm when
we hope to be in the Parish Centre.  If you have a Summer of Hope Blessings Jar, please bring them to this
meeting.

Norma Hedley
     MU Member

What kind of a world?
What kind of a world,
Do we all share?
Who are the people that let
The wild places die?
Spray poison on plants
That they call weeds?
These kill tiny creatures
On which they feed.
They pollinate our food.
Without them we’re lost.
What world will this make?
What will it cost?
Polluted and bare?

There is no planet ‘B’
We have to live here.
So make room for God’s creation,

Take care be kind,
Be at peace.
We are interdependent,
And should be of one mind.
Katharine Brown (2021)

Dawn Hudson with Rev. Jon Wilkinson
after her ordination on July 4th at

Durham Cathedral
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The deadline for the October Edition of OUTREACH is
Tuesday 14th September

Noticeboard

THANK YOU
Thank you to all my Church family, for your prayers
during Gerald’s long illness.  It has been a help to me.
Also for your cards and flowers after his passing.

Sandra Cordon

Parish Values
*   Reaching out with God’s love

 *   Serving the People of Chester-le-Street
  *   Doing everything for Jesus

Maintenance Team
The Buildings team is now up and running again under a new title - the Maintenance

team lead by Peter Southern. Do you feel called to be part of this important team who can
help out with practical jobs around Church Building and the Parish Centre?

If so, we would like to hear from you.  Contact Jan in the Parish Office if you are interested
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com or 0191 388 3295.

Churchwardens

SMALL GROUP
The group which used to meet on Tuesday afternoons
is hoping to start again on 3rd September.  We have
changed the day and will be meeting on Fridays at
2.00 pm in the Parish Centre.  Each week we shall
read a passage from the bible and share what it says
to us today.

New members are always welcome, so do come along
if you feel it might suit you.

Dennis Rudd

Parish Centre Café
The Parish Centre Cafe continues to be a place to

catch up with friends old and new and is an
important part of our Parish life.

Please continue to support this important ministry
and if you haven’t already called in, please do to
sample the amazing cakes, scones and fresh home
cooked lunches which are on offer.  Many thanks to
all our volunteers who continue to support us.

We now have extra tables to accommodate more
people.

The coffee lounge is open Monday to Friday
10.00 am – 1.00 pm.

We look forward to seeing you.

(If you would like to help and be a volunteer - please
get in touch with Jan in the Parish Office or Sharon in

the Kitchen)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Extra opening times

Thanks to Anne Brown and her helpers the Parish
Centre is now also open once a fortnight on a
Saturday morning for morning coffee, tea, scones
and cakes plus a variety of freshly cooked lunches.

(See page 8 for dates)

10.00 am - 1.00 pm
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Flowers:
In memory of:

July  Rhoda Dawson

August  Robert (Bobby) Hardwick

Donations for flowers to be sent to the Parish Office

The Parish Register

Coffee Mornings
Saturdays, 10.00 am - 1.00 pm
in the Parish Centre
September
  4 Coffee morning
11 No coffee morning

18 Coffee morning
25 No coffee morning

October
  2  Coffee morning

Funerals
June
25 Pauline Bartlett (76)

30 June Woodward (83)

July

  7 Thomas William Mitchell (91)

  8 Arthur Hornsby (76)

16 Dulcie Bainbridge (90)

29 Mary Robinson (91)

August
  2 Alison Blacklock (39)

  5 Paul Charlton (65)

12 May Chapman (98)

Baptisms
July 18

Oscar Cook

Esmae Rebecca-Anne Taylor

Dominic John Dawson

August 15
Peynton Grieves

Eden Hodgeson

Memorial Service
August
  7  John Adamson (67)
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CRISP
PACKETS

What do you do with yours?  Throw them out?
Before the Covid Pandemic started early last year - at
Parish North we collected them to hand over to a
worthwhile local charity - If U Care Share - who get
money for every packet they send for recycling.   Many
of us continue to do so.

If U Care Share is a charity that is concerned with
those who have been affected by suicide - either
because of their own or someone they know with
mental health problems or death of a loved one.  They
also do much work with local and national football
teams who have junior academies attached to their
clubs.

If you would like to recycle and save some of the waste
that goes into your bins and landfill please start
collecting now.

Before long I hope to have a place in the Parish Centre
where they can be left.  In the meantime please get in
touch with me and I'll come and collect them.  Or I am
in the Parish Centre every other Sunday when Parish
North have their service.

Norma Hedley
388 2967

For more information about If U Care Share visit their
website - https://www.ifucareshare.co.uk

PAINTING & DECORATING

129 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street,
Co. Durham, DH3 3SB

Tel: (0191)388 5753
Mobile: 0778 0692241

Internal & External Decorating

Guttering Cleaned

Power Wash Cleaning - Driveways, Patios, Etc.
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0191 387 1404
151 Front Street, Chester le Street

Also at 210 Durham Road,
Gateshead (opp. Springfield Hotel)

0191 477 2398 / www.aytonandranson.net

 Trained at Houghall College
 Professional Reliable Service

From fencing to flowers,
paving to plants,

your complete garden service

Ring Between
8am -  9pm Any Day

Call Michael on
0191 3873993

Or

07947 188124

M. FORRESTER
      LANDSCAPES

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

Laura Pratt (M.Ch.S)
CHIROPODY/ PODIATRIST

 FRIENDLY PRACTICE
 ESTABLISHED OVER 20 yrs
 GROUND FLOOR SURGERY
 CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
 HPS Registered

11 CLARENCE TERRACE
CHESTER-LE-STREET

DH3 3DG
(0191) 388 3196

Covers all aspects of footcare:
Hard skin removal & Corns

Nail care
Verrucae treatment

Biomechanical assessments

Opening hours
Monday & Friday  9 am - 5 pm

Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
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J. M. & E.
OVINGTON & SON

Funeral Directors

Prepayment Plans available.
Written details available on request.

28 Ravensworth Road
Birtley
Co Durham
DH3 1EJ

Telephone
0191 410 3863 (24 hrs)

‘Our caring, reliable and sympathetic staff
will offer the highest standards of care,

help and support to you at all times’

‘Put your trust in us’

Personal Tuition from a teacher of 40 year'
experience and current GCSE and A Level examiner.

Offering English Language, Literature, History, Religious
Studies Drama and Art.

All levels covered - Key Stage 2, 11+, GCSE, A Level and
Dissertation.

Also Help with Personal Statements, Job aplications and
Public Speaking

Phone Sue on 0191 371 8533 for details.

Great Expectations

  * Are you interested in reading the classics?
  * Would you like to look at great paintings in a
    new way?

So far we have looked at Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
amongst others.  Also the Dutch Golden Age and French
Impressionists.
Thursdays - 10.00 am to 12 noon - Small friendly group.

In September we will be looking at the Brontes.
In January the Italian Renaissance awaits!

For more details contact Sue on  0191 371 8533
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Staff Days Off
Please note that Mark’s day off is usually Friday.  Please respect this time

during the next few months of interregnum.

Weekly Worship
in the Parish of St Mary and St Cuthbert

SUNDAYS
8.00 am  Holy Communion*

10.00 am  Morning Service and Online 10.00 am Service
 6.00 pm Evening Service

AREA SERVICES
Organised by Parish North and Parish South - meeting fortnightly at
10.00 am in “Cuthbert” in Parish Centre open to all.
 September    5th  - Parish Sunday - no area service in Parish Centre
 September 12th - North

September 19th - South

 September 26th  - North

WEEKDAYS
Thursday     10.45 am Holy Communion*

*Book of Common Prayer

Average monthly circulation in
2020 was 320 copies.

Contributions to the Parish Office
or by e-mail to:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

Editor:

We reserve the right to shorten articles
and cannot guarantee publication of
everything sent to us.

Parish Centre Office:
Church Chare
Chester-le-Street
Co Durham DH3 3QB
Tel: 0191 388 3295
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm
E- mail:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com
Website:
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

outreach

Reg. Charity No: 1130847

Church Opening Hours
The church building is only open for:

Services on a Thursday and Sunday
- please book place via the Parish
Office.

Tuesday afternoon for private prayer
- 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm.

Staff team:
  Rev’d Mark Harrison
 Curate (07975 782891)

Church Secretary:
  Jan Rowland
  Parish Centre Office (388 3295)

Youth & Children’s Co-ordinator
   Susan White (0771 7823915)
Treasurer:
   Malcolm Austin

Organist:
   Stephen Smith

Pastoral Assistants
   Sharon Dodds
   Julie Harrison
   Paul Vincent

Verging Team:
  Tom Appleby, Edna Sanderson.
   Alexander Armstrong, Terry Culkin

Readers:
  John Hopper
 Dennis Rudd (410 0820)
 Audrey Telford

Parish Centre Kitchen Manager:
  Sharon Phillips (01325 467 806)

Who’s Who?

Churchwardens:
Dorothy Hall    David Mallams
Elaine Rayner   Malcolm Rowland

October 2021 Edition
Deadline

Tuesday 14th September


