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“He will be a joy and delight to you and many will rejoice because of his
birth.”

Luke 1:14
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Dates for your Diary - DECEMBER 2021
Day Time Event/Place
Sun 5th 10.00 am Parish Sunday for all (No service in Parish Centre)

2.00 pm & 3.30 pm Baptisms

Thur 9th   7.30 pm Men's Christmas Meal - Ticket only (£15) from Parish Office.

Sat 11th   7.15 pm Civic Christmas Concert, Chester-le-Street Riverside Band in
Church - Tickets available: thompsonac56@gmail.com - £10
adults, £5 children or Parish Office

Sun 12th 10.00 am Parish South Nativity - Parish Centre

  4.00 - 6.00 pm Christmas Messy Church -  Parish Centre

Mon 13th   2.00 pm Mother Union Christmas meeting

Tues 14th - Fri 17th 10.00 am - 1.00 pm Christmas Lunches available in Coffee Lounge

Thur 16th   1.00 pm Cuthbert's Kids Toddler Christingle - Parish Church

  7.00 pm Blue Christmas Service - Parish Church - see page 7

Sun 19th   7.00 pm North East Concert Band - Parish Centre

Thurs 23rd 1.00pm - 3.00 pm Christingle factory - see page 9

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sun 19th 10.00 am Central Area Nativity - Parish Church

10.00 am Parish North Nativity - Parish Centre
   6.00 pm Nine lessons and Carols - Parish Church

Christmas Eve   4.00 pm Christingle Service - Parish Church
Friday 24th   6.00 pm Christingle Service - Parish Church

11.30 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am Christmas Day All Age Holy Communion

Sun 26th NO SERVICES IN CHURCH OR PARISH CENTRE

Thur 30th NO THURSDAY SERVICE

JANUARY 2022
Sun 2nd 10.00am Parish Sunday for All - No Area services

Sun 9th 12 noon Baptism

Tues 11th 7.00 pm Standing Committee

Sun 16th 2.00 & 3.30 pm Baptisms

4.00 pm - 6.00 pm Messy Church

Tues 18th   7.00 pm PCC - Parish Centre
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Dear Friends

The season of Advent is with us and Christmas time is a matter of weeks away.
We will de-stress our lives by filling our homes with colourful lights, the vibrancy of
a Christmas Tree, and begin to think again about the Saviour coming from heaven
to live amongst us.

As I write this final article of the year, I am reminded of one other essential of the
season, one that will bring us to services for the months of December and January,
that being the songs of worship we will sing.

In Luke’s gospel we read that when Christ was born in Bethlehem the priestly
shepherds in the Judean hills who cared for the sacrificial Lambs were visited by
the angels of heaven and the glory of the Lord shone around them. Out of that first
Christmas Light came the words that would change their lives and the same words
can change ours. The angel said, “Fear Not, for behold I bring you good news of
great Joy that will be for all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Saviour who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you; you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger”

Like the priestly race of God, working in our own fields, we come to this Christmas with such desire to see the glory
of God from the inside out, and to hear the gospel of God as an illumination for our minds so that all fears from our
year may be overcome by the message of the infant Christ lying in a manger. In his birth we are left totally amazed
by another aspect dear to us all, that God has brought about his news, his newness on earth, so that today we may
come into a new and living relationship with him.

In my office, I have an ornamental Christmas crib scene that reminds me that God is with us, and that his light and
love have met with us in the birth of our Saviour, Christ the Lord. So, I wonder, do I ever take this wonderful
experience of God for granted, and disempower the moment of his birth by placing all my human endeavours over
and above his great presence. When the priestly shepherds went to work that glorious night, they trudged around
the cold hills only aware of their endeavours, but, then out of the dark came the glory of God and the message of
Christmas was given. To complete the moment, they were faced with the unimaginable sounds and a scene so
breath-taking that they had to lay down their all to indwell a glorious song of praise.  Such a powerful song from
heaven would have been imprinted and infused into their hearts,  so that from that moment only the language of
the song of praise mattered. The sacrificial sheep did not matter, but the song of worship to the Saviour mattered
above all things.

So, let us come to Christmas time eagerly awaiting our new experience of the glory of God. Let us embrace all the
newness, now present on earth because of the birth of Jesus our Saviour.  May we all together join with everyone
everywhere to do what matters, and bring from our own lips the heavenly language of praise and worship. Then,
may we find such pleasure and joy in all the services of Christmas devoted to the birth of our Saviour, Christ the
Lord.

God Bless
Mark

Curate’s Letter

Dear Church Family

I am delighted to announce that the Dean and Chapter of Durham Cathedral as Patrons, and the Lord Bishop of
Durham have invited me to become the new Vicar of the parishes of Dalton le Dale, and Murton and South Hetton
in Plurality.

I am also delighted to announce that I have acceted the offer.

My final Sunday in the Parish will be in the new year.

I want to thank you all for being so supportive and encouraging through my years as a Curate.  I have learnt so
much from each person and leave the Parish with a real sense of happiness for being part of the St Mary and
St Cuthbert's Church Family.  Now, Julie and I have so many precious memories to take with us into our next
calling and the quality of such memories will be a blessing to the churches we go to.

Please pray for me and for us as a family and for the people of the new parishes.
We will join you in prayer as the new Rector is appointed to bring about a new opportunity for renewal and
mission.

Yours in Christ
Mark

Please Note - Mark's licensing will take place in Murton on Thursday 3rd February 2022 at 7.00 pm led by
Bishop Sarah.
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MOTHERS' UNION

We have held two meetings  in November.  As part of our first
meeting we held a fund raising event with lots of Christmas gifts and
produce for sale.  £386.20 was raised which will be used to fund
Mothers' Union projects in this country and abroad.  Sue White also
came and talked about Safequarding.

Our second meeting included a service and reflections looking at the
annual International 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based
Violence which started on 25th November and runs until
10th December.  For more details please see the article on page 6
of the November Outreach.

Future meetings:
December 13th - Christmas
January 10th - TBA

January 24th - TBA

Norma Hedley
MU Member

"I've stopped talking about it.  The people who could

make the biggest difference don't listen or don't believe

the science. I just vote the way that reflects what I want

and hope for the best."

My view on it (ignoring the minority that are climate
change deniers) is that the problem isn't "not knowing
the solution". The problem is greed and people not
doing the right thing purely because of money.  I think
the greed problem that we have is fairly evident across
all the things happening in politics to be honest. I
definitely have a level of acceptance that there will
always be greedy people who don't think of others. So I
guess that stems to climate change too unfortunately.

 It’s scary yes. Whatever we do, it basically comes

down to the big companies. It’s mainly annoying as lots

of people are very uneducated about it”

I used to be scared about it but I  have accepted it

because the community has taught me to accept it -

they don’t look at it as a big deal, so now I don’t.

 I hear people talking about how it’s a big problem, but

then I think about the groups which go round cleaning
beaches and things and I think people are doing
something about it.

I expect that in my future I will see many more, frequent
natural disasters which I wouldn’t be surprised if that
results in conflict between nations. I’d imagine that will
only worsen for my children and grandchildren.
To help future generations I think climate change needs
to be at the forefront of companies and peoples
priorities which can be difficult to enforce but changing
perspectives is important. In order to do so I think there
needs to be a legislative change within the political and
law system so that changes to help reduce climate
change HAVE to occur rather than being a choice.

Climate Change
The theme at the Parish Sunday Service led by Parish South at the beginning of November was based
on the COP26 conference being held at same time and Climate Change.  The following were some
comments passed onto Tessa Conder who led the service. These were from young people both within
and outside the church.



www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk 5Outreach DECEMBER  2021/JANUARY 2022

QUIET CORNER
As I sit here in my Quiet Corner, the wonderful periods of  Advent and Christmas are almost upon us.   Wonderful
I say, because I find Advent such a special time of spiritual reflection before the business and excitement of
Christmas bursts on and among us.  I treasure the 4 weeks of Advent.  In my working life, I went on a day Retreat
with 2 friends and a colleague, usually to the a monastery or some religious home, to reflect and re- energise.
Now retired, I still find I need the quiet time of Advent for the same reasons, these days on my own at home,
though I'm open to anyone wishing to join me, if they wish.

Christmas is my special time when I resort to being a child again, revelling in the excitement of anticipation of
hearing the Christmas story told in Chapter 2 of Matthew's Gospel, of the birth of Jesus and the visit of the Magi,
often referred to as the 3 wise men. It intrigues me to think that the “Magi” were in fact a priestly group who
worshipped the Middle Eastern pagan god  Ahura Mazda.  Whether there were 3 or not is open to conjecture.
It is assumed so, because of the 3 very special gifts they are bearing and present to Mary, Joseph and the new
born baby Jesus. What really excites me about this story is not the gifts they bring and their significance, but the
fact that here we have the religious elite of the biggest and most powerful pagan god of the day, coming to pay
homage to the true and living God and Saviour of the world, in the form of a helpless baby.

The Christmas story for me ends in a crescendo of excitement with the visit of the shepherds called from their
work in the hills by an angel of the Lord, told in Chapter 2 of Luke's Gospel. For God to announce the birth of
Jesus first to a group of working men and boys who themselves were excluded from entering any Jewish
Synagogue at any time, is just “mind-blowing” as they say.  As an Industrial Chaplain for the last 20 years or so of
my working life and now as a voluntary Police Chaplain with Durham Constabulary, I know full well the
consequences of anyone simply going “walkabouts” without permission. Such action always results in dismissal
from employment and the personal and family financial consequences that entails.  Being a shepherd in the first
place was about as low as you could get, apart from being a hated Tax Collector  or being a Swine herdsman,
looking after pigs.  So the action the shepherds took in risking all, is simply staggering.  What is really
mind-blowing to use that term again, is that the news of the most important event in the whole of history since time
began, is that it is announced to those who are considered of no consequence by the society in which they live.

What I find equally staggering, is that these same shepherds were probably looking after flocks of sheep that for
some, were most likely destined for slaughter in Temple worship in Jerusalem.  Just think, the birth of Jesus,
“Lamb of God” who is to be sacrificed Himself on a cross in Jerusalem 33 years later, is announced to a group of
“untouchables” looking after sheep and lambs destined for slaughter in the same place.  Is that ironic I ask myself,
or simply God inspired.  I'm still praying that one through.

John Hopper
Lay Reader

Not only am I concerned about my own future and the

devastating consequences eg. Forest fires and flash

floods but also about the future of generations who will

follow behind us. We’re leaving behind a world too

broken for repair in many ways.

 Although it probably should be I can find myself failing

to consciously thinking about climate change on a

continuous basis, however when I am thinking about

climate change the speed of progression which we are

seeing is hugely anxiety provoking!

I think that people who are educated about climate
change are concerned, some with more of an interest
than others. But at the same time for many I don’t think
it is the most prominent concern when matched with
exams and friendships, those concerns can appear to
be more immediate.

No, I think companies focus on this capitalistic goals ofprofit and unless it is to label themselves as ‘eco-friendly’ or their purpose is to help the environment,then they put climate change on the back burner.

Climate Change
Continued from page 4
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The Lord God took the man and put him in the
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
Genesis 2:15

Planet saving ideas -
Christmas thoughts
Last month our Planet saving ideas article mentioned a few ideas that we
could put into practice in and around our homes  This month a few
suggestions about a more sustainable Christmas.

Christmas Cards and Wrapping paper
 Glitter on cards makes them unable to be recycled and contaminates the whole batch - those without glitter
as well as those with.  Tear off the sections with glitter before placing the rest in your recycling bin.

 Wrapping paper with a shiny surface or glitter is likely to include plastic.  Try understated brown paper and
decorate with natural decorations and tie with coloured string.  Much of the shiney ribbon used to tie up
presents and make bows contains some plastic.  Try using fabric ribbon instead.

 Don’t forget to check whether your paper can be recycled.  If it stays scrunched in a ball, it’s probably fine to
recycle.

Beer and Wine
 Many bottle tops and screw tops often contain an inner plastic seal.
 Buy wine bottles with corks.  The cork oak used in wine stoppers is entirely sustainable according to the
WWF - no trees are cut down.

 Get beer cans in boxes to avoid the 4/6 plastic ring holds.

Christmas Trees
 If you have a  fake tree, keep using it - make it last as long as possible
 If not, get a real tree with an FSC logo or one approved by the Soil Association.
 Try renting one - some firms hire out Christmas trees and take them back after the festive season to carry on
growing.

Christmas Crackers
 These often contain a lot of unwanted plastic - both outside and in.
 If possible get those made from recycled materials and think about the ‘gifts’ inside.
Maybe make your own from materials that have been recycled so that you can put plastic free gifts in them.

Christmas Lights
 Switch to LED Christmas lights.  If every household switched from incandescent lights to LED equivalent,
there could be a saving of more than £11 million and 29,000 tonnes of CO2 just over the 12 days of
Christmas.

 Outdoor lights - switch to solar powered lights.
 Put lights on a timer - saving your electricity bills as well.

Food
 Reduce your food waste.
 Make a list and only buy what you need - remember the shops are only closed two days.
 If you do buy too much, keep the left overs and make meals out of them.
Freeze food before it’s use by date if not consumed.
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The deadline for the February Edition of OUTREACH is
Tuesday 19th January 2022

Noticeboard

Parish Values
*   Reaching out with God’s love

 *   Serving the People of Chester-le-Street
  *   Doing everything for Jesus

Blue Christmas
Mary and Paul Judson are organising this service.

If you need futher details Mary is happy to be contacted -
0191 388 0512

Parish Centre Café
The Parish Centre Cafe continues to be a place
to catch up with friends old and new and is an

important part of our Parish life.

Please continue to support this important ministry
and if you haven’t already called in, please do to
sample the amazing cakes, scones and fresh
home cooked lunches which are on offer.  Many
thanks to all our volunteers who continue to
support us.

The coffee lounge is open Monday to Friday
10.00 am – 1.00 pm.

We look forward to seeing you.

(If you would like to help and be a volunteer -
please get in touch with Jan in the Parish Office or
Sharon in the Kitchen - We need people to cover

for illness and holidays.)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Extra opening times
Thanks to Anne Brown and her helpers the Parish
Centre is now also open once a fortnight on a

Saturday morning for morning coffee, tea, scones
and cakes plus a variety of freshly cooked lunches.

(See page 8 for details - not December)
10.00 am - 1.00 pm

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - -
Coffee Lounge Closed for Christmas

Break

Last day for meals -
Wednesday 22nd December -

Reopens Tuesday 4th January

See page 9 for more
details.

See page 9 for more notices
Parish South - return to Hermitage

Academy
and

Christingle Factory
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Marriage Blessing
13 November

Joy & Michael Curry

Flowers:
In memory of:

November  Doris Armstrong

December  Derrick Earnshaw      Karen Earnshaw      Ivy Baxter     George Smiles
   John Burlison Dawson

Christmas  Eunice & Jack Hopper

January  Linda Walker

Donations for flowers to be sent to the Parish Office

The Parish Register

Coffee Mornings
Saturdays, 10.00 am - 1.00 pm
in the Parish Centre
December          January
There will be no Coffee Mornings in December     15 Coffee morning

           22 No Coffee morning

   29 Coffee morning

Funerals
October

28 Doris Allinson (85)

November

5 George Atkinson (86)

9 Doreen Jamfrey (98)

12 Raymond Norman Dinning (87)

17 Maureen Moffatt (81)

18 Sandra Armstrong (71)

23 Blanche Boyd (95)

Baptisms
November 21st

Alexander John Brown

 Jessica Crampton

 Arlo James Melvin

Ralphie Wadge

Weddings
25 October

Bethany Wilson & Steven Knowles

Interment of Ashes
18 November
Ivy Hardy (97)
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PAINTING & DECORATING

129 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street,
Co. Durham, DH3 3SB

Tel: (0191)388 5753
Mobile: 0778 0692241

Internal & External Decorating

Guttering Cleaned

Power Wash Cleaning - Driveways, Patios, Etc.

Parish South return to Hermitage Academy
Parish South are delighted to be able to return to the
Hermitage Academy to re-start their Sunday services
on Sunday 9th January at 10.00 am.

 We will meet 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays of the month.

We are a very family friendly service, spirit filled,
prayerful with a wide range of ages who enjoy modern
worship and look forward to welcoming back both old
and new members to our services.  Just come along
to one of our services, no need to book, you
will get a warm, friendly welcome.

Cuthbert’s
Kids Toddler

Group
Weekly in term time
with Sue & Helpers.
Thursdays 1.00 pm -

2.30 pm
£1:50 per child per session, siblings 50p extra

These are great opportunities for children to learn
through play while parents and carers can meet new

people and get support from others.

Each play session will include free play, crafts, music,
bible stories & song time,

Snacks and juice are included

No need to book but if you have any questions
message or call Sue 07717 823915

We have small dedicated team who are DBS checked
and received diocese safeguarding training.

Thank you
Katheen Fox and Jean Hope would like to thank the
staff of the church for their kindness on the loss of their
mother May Chapman.  We were also very touched
that the members of the Mothers' Union came to pay
their respects in such a persnal way marking her long
association with the Mothers' Union.

It was announced in church at May's funeral that a
collection was to be made -  money going to the Takk
Trust.  The total sum was a joint collection with that of
the collection from the funeral of Donald Hope, Jean's
husband which had occurred 5 weeks earlier in
Scotland.

The Takk Trust has received £320 which is to be used
to benefit the school that is run in Ghana.  The children
will benefit from some new books we have been told.

The Takk Trust is a mission run by Rev. Jim and Mrs
Mary Smith, one time members of the Parish Church
working in Ghana for the benefit of churches and
communities in the villages.

Jean Hope

Christingle Factory
Thursday 23rd December

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm
Parish Centre

Can you help make up the Christingle
oranges required for the Christmas Eve

Christingle services?

Come and join with others in
the Parish Centre in the

Christingle  factory
ie Mary Hall.
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0191 387 1404
151 Front Street, Chester le Street

Also at 210 Durham Road,
Gateshead (opp. Springfield Hotel)

0191 477 2398 / www.aytonandranson.net

 Trained at Houghall College
 Professional Reliable Service

From fencing to flowers,
paving to plants,

your complete garden service

Ring Between
8am -  9pm Any Day

Call Michael on
0191 3873993

Or

07947 188124

M. FORRESTER
      LANDSCAPES

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

Laura Pratt (M.Ch.S)
CHIROPODY/ PODIATRIST

 FRIENDLY PRACTICE
 ESTABLISHED OVER 20 yrs
 GROUND FLOOR SURGERY
 CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
 HPS Registered

11 CLARENCE TERRACE
CHESTER-LE-STREET

DH3 3DG
(0191) 388 3196

Covers all aspects of footcare:
Hard skin removal & Corns

Nail care
Verrucae treatment

Biomechanical assessments

Opening hours
Monday & Friday  9 am - 5 pm

Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
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J. M. & E.
OVINGTON & SON

Funeral Directors

Prepayment Plans available.
Written details available on request.

28 Ravensworth Road
Birtley
Co Durham
DH3 1EJ

Telephone
0191 410 3863 (24 hrs)

‘Our caring, reliable and sympathetic staff
will offer the highest standards of care,

help and support to you at all times’

‘Put your trust in us’

Personal Tuition from a teacher of 40 year'
experience and current GCSE and A Level examiner.

Offering English Language, Literature, History, Religious
Studies Drama and Art.

All levels covered - Key Stage 2, 11+, GCSE, A Level and
Dissertation.

Also Help with Personal Statements, Job aplications and
Public Speaking

Phone Sue on 0191 371 8533 for details.

Great Expectations

  * Are you interested in reading the classics?
  * Would you like to look at great paintings in a
    new way?

So far we have looked at Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
amongst others.  Also the Dutch Golden Age and French
Impressionists.
Thursdays - 10.00 am to 12 noon - Small friendly group.

In September we will be looking at the Brontes.
In January the Italian Renaissance awaits!

For more details contact Sue on  0191 371 8533
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Staff Days Off
Please note that Mark’s day off is usually Friday.  Please respect this time

during the next few months of interregnum.

Weekly Worship
in the Parish of St Mary and St Cuthbert

SUNDAYS
8.00 am  Holy Communion*

10.00 am  Morning Service
 6.00 pm Evening Service

AREA SERVICES
Organised by Parish North and Parish South - meeting fortnightly at
10.00 am in “Cuthbert” in Parish Centre open to all.
December    5th  - Parish Sunday - no area service in Parish Centre
December 12th - South - Nativity service

December  19th   - North - Nativity service

December  26th - No service in Parish Centre

Starting in January 2022 Parish South are returning to Hermitage Academy

and Parish North are hoping to return to Chester-le-Street CE Primary

School early in the New Year.

WEEKDAYS
Thursday     10.45 am Holy Communion*

Average monthly circulation in
2020 was 320 copies.

Contributions to the Parish Office
or by e-mail to:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

Editor:

We reserve the right to shorten articles
and cannot guarantee publication of
everything sent to us.

Parish Centre Office:
Church Chare
Chester-le-Street
Co Durham
DH3 3QB
Tel: 0191 388 3295
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm
E- mail:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com
Website:
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

outreach

Reg. Charity No: 1130847

Staff team:
  Rev’d Mark Harrison
 Curate (07975 782891)

Church Secretary:
  Jan Rowland
  Parish Centre Office (388 3295)

Youth & Children’s Co-ordinator
   Susan White (0771 7823915)
Safeguarding Team Leader

Susan White (0771 7823915)

Treasurer:
   Malcolm Austin

Organist:
   Stephen Smith

Pastoral Assistants
   Sharon Dodds
   Julie Harrison
   Paul Vincent

Verging Team:
  Tom Appleby, Edna Sanderson.
   Alexander Armstrong, Terry Culkin

Readers:
  John Hopper
 Dennis Rudd (410 0820)
 Audrey Telford

Parish Centre Kitchen Manager:
  Sharon Phillips (01325 467 806)

Who’s Who?

Churchwardens:
Dorothy Hall    David Mallams
Elaine Rayner   Malcolm Rowland

February  2022 Edition
Deadline

Tuesday 19th January
2022

Church Opening Hours

The church building is open for:

Services on a Thursday morning
and Sundays.

Also Monday, Tuesday, Wedneday
and Friday mornings (unless there
are funerals) when stewards are
available to 'man' the church.


