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From the Parish Church of St Mary & St Cuthbert, Chester-le-Street, Co Durham

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing
a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making
a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:18-19

Dates for your Diary - MARCH 2022
Day

Time

Event/Place

Tues 1st

6.00pm - 7.30 pm

Pancake Party

Wed 2nd

10.00 am

Ash Wednesday service in Church

7.00 pm

Ash Wednesday service in Church

2.00 pm

World Day of Prayer - Parish Church - see page 6

Fri 4th
Sun 6th

10.00 am

Parish Sunday for all (No services at North or South) with
Sue White, Mary Judson and Parish South

Thur 10th

7.00 pm

Sun 13th

10.00 am

Licensing of Rev Matt Strand - our new rector
Services in Parish Church, North and South

4.00 pm

Messy Church in Parish Centre

Mon 14th

2.00 pm

Mothers' Union - Parish Centre

Thur 17th

7.30 pm

PCC meeting - Parish Centre

Sun 20th

10.00 am

Services in Parish Church, North and South

2.00 pm & 3.30 pm

Baptisms in Church

Sun 27th

10.00 am

Services in Parish Church, North & South

Mon 28th

2.00 pm

Mothers' Union - Lady Day - Parish Church

7.30 pm

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) in Parish Centre

Advance Notices
Thurs 7th April

New Rector
We look forward to welcoming our new Rector, Revd Matt Strand and his
wife, Sarah and children Zach (5) and Toby (3) to our parish in March.
Revd Matt’s Licensing will be held in the Parish Church on
Thursday 10th March at 7.00 pm. He will be Licensed by The Rt Revd Paul
Butler, Bishop of Durham with the Venerable Bob Cooper (Archdeacon) in
attendance. Please hold Matt, Sarah and family in your prayers as they
prepare to join us.
Tea, coffee and cake will be served after the service in the Parish Centre.
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LENT
Each year at the start of Lent, Christians are challenged to turn away from sin and towards new life. Together we
acknowledge that our own lives, our communities and our world stand in need of God's redeeming and
transforming power.
Live Lent: Embracing Justice is the Church of England's theme
for Lent 2022. It invites us to examine our own lives truthfully, to
see the world more deeply and to pray - for the church and the
world far and near - that 'justice may roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream' (Amos 4.24).
Live Lent: Care for God's Creation was the Church of England's
theme for 2020. It will help broaden your view of Christ's
redeeming mission - a mission Christians are called to share.
For each day of Lent, these booklets for adults offers a daily Bible
reading, a short reflection and a prayer, as well as a practical
challenge.

Each week Embracing Justice follows a different thread through the many stories of justice in the Bible to explore
how God works with humanity to bring justice, wholeness and salvation to all.
While the weekly themes and prayers of Care for God's Creation are shaped around the first Genesis account
of creation. It explores the urgent need for humans to value and protect the abundance God has created and an
action to help you live in greater harmony with God, neighbour and nature.
These booklets are availble from Church Publishing House (£1.99) for a single copy.
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/books
Both are also available in versions for children.
The Church of England also have an app available for
your phone and tablet Get ready for Lent by downloading their
#LiveLent app.
From the start of Lent it will offer:
* Daily reflections
* Bible passages
* Prayers
* Audio option
* Family activities
Find out more, and download at cofe.io/LiveLent.

Pancake Party
Tues 1st March at 6.00 - 7.30pm
Join us in the Parish Centre for pancakes, a family quiz
and pancake flipping competition.
This is a free event though donations are welcome on
the evening.
Young people must be accompanied by an adult.

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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MOTHERS' UNION
Our first meeting in February was our AGM. and included reports on what we had achieved in the
previous year. This followed on from a short service and was then followed by refreshments and a
time to talk and socialise.
At our second meeting we looked at the Mothers' Union theme for 2022 - 'Transformation Now.' Our evolving
response to the effects of a global pandemic combined with the start of a new triennium presents an opportunity
to look to the future with fresh vision as we adapt and learn to thrive in these changing times.
In 2020/21, Mothers' Union members showed amazing resilience, responsiveness and adaptability. Now is the
time to build on this experience to:
Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith
Transform the churches and communities we work with and of which we are a part to reflect Christ's kingdom
Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life.
For with God nothing shall be impossible (Luke 1:37)
Future meetings:
March 14th - Lent - Rev Nicola Jay
March 28th - Lent - Lady Day - Parish Church

Norma Hedley
MU Member
If you would like to find out more about Mothers'Union please get in touch with our Branch Leader - Sue Begg 0191 4106959 or Parish Office

Serving Africa Mission - update from Jim and Mary Smith
February 2022
Mary and Jim have now returned from Ghana, having been there for nearly 2 years due to Covid. During that time,
the Beloved Missionary School grew to over 100 pupils, and the main school now has two classrooms open. The
churches - Freedom, Joyful and Beloved continue to flourish. Lockdown and Covid meant social distancing and
masks, but apart from that, everything continued.
Blessing Church had to be closed due to Covid restrictions but Beloved took its place, meeting in the well
ventilated Tabernacle. It is going very well, so Blessing Church has become our building for official events, and
Beloved our “Parish Church.” During our time there, National elections were held, and our base was a polling
station. We are becoming deeply embedded in our community and are seen more and more as a community
resource.
Back in the U.K. we are making full use of our small sanctuary – the Sentinel. We are live streaming 12 times
week and are about to set up 24/7 live from there. Our WhatsApp groups are plentiful. Our 6 main WhatsApp
streams are very busy, along with a number of smaller, mostly admin. based ones.
The Trustees and Admin. team have a firm control of the financial and legal side of the work. We feel very
confident that this side of the work is securely based. Our Charity Commission filing is regular and on time. We
are very thankful to Gareth and David for all the work in this area. We continue to work hard to get all our policies
in line with Charity law.
Our website has been updated and looks very modern. It links to our YouTube site, which we are using to save all
our video teaching. We continue to develop our Kindle material. We now have 13 books there. David and I work
together on this side of the work. Facebook is our main tool. We prefer it to Zoom, as anybody can watch it
without a code. We do Zoom with specific groups and teaching progammes.
We have not been travelling physically during our time home. So much can be done on Social media! We are
planning a return to Ghana in May. We are waiting for things to settle down! We are missing our many friends in
Ghana. We have walked with some of them for all our working life and miss them.
The whole team is very positive at present. May it always be so.

Jim and Mary
For furthr details and to visit their updated Website - https://servingafrica-mission.org
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Quiet Corner
As I sit here in my Quiet Corner, I have been musing on recent comings and goings. One very sad going, was the
passing into Glory of a very near and dear friend. I say sad, because his friendship, fellowship and brotherly love
are most certainly sadly missed, not only by myself but for many others also.
In the near future, we shall look forward to and welcome our new Rector Matt and his family following his licensing
in early March. It has also been a blessing to welcome various Ministers standing in during the interregnum and
the variety and richness they have added to our services. We have been truly blessed by all they have done and
said during this period.
I suppose a fair bit of my thoughts have been taken up with the Russian “war games” that have been taking place
on the Ukrainian border with Russia and Belarus. This can only be seen as outright aggression by a once so
called superpower, trying to reassert itself on the world stage. The build up of troops, tanks and aircraft, along with
the building of military hospitals and cyber attacks on Ukrainian Banks and Government Agencies, show this to
have more than just malevolent intent of a military exercise. At the time of writing, there has been the so called
“temporary” withdraw of some Russian Units, which is to be welcomed as international diplomacy efforts continue
by many Western leaders. One wonders how “temporary” they turn out to be.
It all reminds me of a story from the Old Testament 2 Kings 6: 8-23 when the Aramean army surrounded Elisha
and his servant Gehazi in the town of Dothan. Gehazi got up early one morning to discover the dire situation they
were in. On reporting it to his master, Elisha said “Do not be afraid, for there are more with us, then there are with
them”. Then Elisha prayed, “O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see” . What Gehazi saw was a mountain
full of the Aramean army who were descending to attack and capture Elisha, who prayed for a miracle of
blindness to strike the Arameans and the attack was averted in the most dramatic of circumstances (v 16-19).
What we can all learn from this account is:
Prayer to the Lord of Hosts JESUS is needed first and foremost.
We should not be afraid of worldly powers and what they can do or threaten.
Miracles still happen when our prayers are in line with God's plans for us and the world.
For us as Christians, it should not be a case of “Jaw, Jaw” before “War, War” but Prayer, Prayer before Jaw, Jaw
and War, War. The Peace we desire, is the peace which the world cannot give. The coming of Jesus into our world
and His resurrection, the going back to the Father in Heaven, is the single, most important coming and going
which truly matters, which ever generation we live through. When we live a life of Prayer, then our eyes will be
truly opened and we will be reassured that there are more with us than with “Them”.

John Hopper
Lay Reader

Thoughts from Danie’s Facebook page
Had some time this afternoon to pray and listen to God and have been prompted to share my thoughts and
wondering from this afternoon.
I have enjoyed my 50th year so much already. Taking up sea swimming was a part of a challenge I set myself to
try new things when opportunities came up. I began swimming in July in a short wetsuit, then moved to long
sleeves and legs in November ... but then last week I challenged myself to try it without a wetsuit.
Why am I telling you this? Not to get you all to try sea swimming.. or to swim without a wet suit....
But to encourage you that no matter how difficult or impossible something seems, when we push ourselves we
are more able than we realise. This is nothing to do with measuring ourselves against others or even about
measuring against ourselves.
For years I have been guilty of measuring myself against others... not as thin as, not as clever as, not as funny as,
not as fit at.... and so on.. sound familiar? Talking to others this seems to be how many people are.. what starts it?
Being compared academically in school? Or in PE lessons? Or by parents, grandparents?
But the pressure we put on ourselves is the worst thing, it stops us living a full and wonderful life as God intended.
We are all made in the image of God and are all precious.
I encourage us all to discover who we are meant to be and to embrace that fully... God doesn't compare and nor
should we...
This was something that resonated with me and I have Danie’s permission to use it in this magazine. Norma
Hedley

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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Litter Picking

After our Lent course the bible study group decided we could look after the wonderful planet that God has given
us a tiny bit better. We agreed that doing litter picking was both a great way to meet outdoors (Covid restrictions)
and a great evangelistic opportunity.
So, we have picked rubbish after most Parish South services and the small team has been boosted by occasional
additions from other services which has been great and welcome.
Durham Council have supported our activities by providing litter pick up grabbers, bags and rings to keep the
bags open to make it easier and safer to pick.
Many conversations with passers by have taken place mainly along the lines of “The council should be doing
that”, “Why are you doing this?” Both are great opportunities to engage as to why we as a church group are out
caring for the planet. Plus of course we gain a sense of achievement in making an area look much better and
confident that less rubbish will end in the sea or our rivers.
YOU are invited to join the team – once to see if you like it
YOU are invited to suggest a deserving location
YOU are encouraged to pray for us and that the conversations we have lead to enquirers of faith
If you want to know where we are litter-picking next please contact Ian Hoult 07760 170083 or Ian Goulding
(07594525585). Normal meet time is noon on a Sunday after the service for just 1 hour.
Can you help?
If you want to litter pick on a regular basis contact the council and they will loan the kit
https://www.durham.gov.uk/bigspringclean
You could set up your own group
You could join other groups around the Town such as Friends of Riverside
Please let us know how you are getting on

Ian Goulding

Women's World Day of
Prayer
This year’s World Day of Prayer is to be held on Friday
4th March at 2.00 pm in our Parish Church.
It has been written by the women of England, Wales and
Northern Ireland and the theme of the service is “I know
the plans I have for you”. It is a very long time since we celebrated our own country and the service lasts for just
over an hour. Please come along and enjoy a peaceful time of songs, readings and prayers in our lovely church.

Jennifer Alps
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Noticeboard
The deadline for the April Edition of OUTREACH is
Tuesday 15th March 2022

Parish Values
* Reaching out with God’s love
* Serving the People of Chester-le-Street
* Doing everything for Jesus

Parish Centre Café
The Parish Centre Cafe continues to be a place
to catch up with friends old and new and is an
important part of our Parish life.

For more notices including Mark's
Licensing along with other
information please see page 9

Please continue to support this important ministry
and if you haven’t already called in, please do to
sample the amazing cakes, scones and fresh home
cooked lunches which are on offer. Many thanks to
all our volunteers who continue to support us.
The coffee lounge is open Monday to Friday
10.00 am – 1.00 pm.
We look forward to seeing you.
(If you would like to help and be a volunteer please get in touch with Jan in the Parish Office or
Sharon in the Kitchen - We need people to cover for
illness and holidays.)

Cuthbert’s
Kids Toddler
Group
Weekly in term time
with Sue & Helpers.

Pastoral Visits
If anyone inside or outside the church requires a
pastoral visit please contact Jan in the Parish Office
so that she can feed requests forward to the Pastoral
Ministry team.

Thursdays
1.00 pm - 2.30 pm
£1:50 per child per session, siblings 50p extra
These are great opportunities for children to learn through
play while parents and carers can meet new people and
get support from others.
Each play session will include free play, crafts, music,
bible stories & song time,
Snacks and juice are included
No need to book but if you have any questions
message or call Sue 07717 823915
We have a small dedicated team who are DBS checked
and received diocese safeguarding training.

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

13th March
10th April
Parish Centre
4.00 pm - 6.00 pm
Outreach MARCH 2022
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The Parish Register
Funerals

Interment of Ashes

January
28

February 10

Monica Young (92)

Moira Brazier (91)

February
3

Brian Tebbutt (82)

4

Jacqueline Vallis (51)

11

Robert James Taylor (77)
Dora Foster (95)

14

James Alan Dale (76)

15

Jean Margaret Sagar (88)

18

Bryan Neath (81)

22

Charles Riddle (92)
Brenda Ann Curry

Baptisms
February 20
Freddie Thomas Dean
Daniel Jenkins
Summer Murray
Freddie Michael Wilkinson

Coffee Mornings
Saturdays, 10.00 am - 1.00 pm
in the Parish Centre
March
5
12
19

No coffee mornings have so far been planned for March. Bookings for
coffee mornings with table service are now available.
To book a coffee morning please contact Jan in the Parish Office.

26

Flowers:
In memory of:
February

Brian Neath

Donations for flowers to be sent to the Parish Office
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Mark's Licensing
A number of people from Chester-le-Street attended
Mark's licensing at Holy Trinity, Murton on Wednesday
2nd February.
He was warmly welcomed by members of all three
churches - Holy Trinity Murton, St Andrew's Dalton le
Dale and Holy Trinity South Hetton.
The photographs were taken on the night of Mark's
licensing.

Happy Birthday Doreen

Congratualtions to Doreen Padden who has
celebrated her 90th Birthday
Photograph - Paul Judson

PAINTING & DECORATING
Internal & External Decorating
Guttering Cleaned
Power Wash Cleaning -

Driveways, Patios, Etc.

129 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street,
Co. Durham, DH3 3SB

Tel: (0191)388 5753
Mobile: 0778 0692241

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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0191 387 1404
151 Front Street, Chester le Street
Also at 210 Durham Road,
Gateshead (opp. Springfield Hotel)
0191 477 2398 / www.aytonandranson.net

Laura Pratt (M.Ch.S)
CHIROPODY/ PODIATRIST
FRIENDLY PRACTICE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 yrs
GROUND FLOOR SURGERY
CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
HPS Registered
Covers all aspects of footcare:
Hard skin removal & Corns
Nail care
Verrucae treatment
Biomechanical assessments

M. FORRESTER
LANDSCAPES

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST
Trained at Houghall College
Professional Reliable Service

From fencing to flowers,
paving to plants,
your complete garden service

Opening hours
Monday & Friday 9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

11 CLARENCE TERRACE
CHESTER-LE-STREET
DH3 3DG
(0191) 388 3196
10 Outreach MARCH 2022

Ring Between
8am - 9pm Any Day
Call Michael on
0191 3873993
Or

07947 188124
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

* Are you interested in reading the classics?
* Would you like to look at great paintings in a
new way?
So far we have looked at Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
amongst others. Also the Dutch Golden Age and French
Impressionists.
Thursdays - 10.00 am to 12 noon - Small friendly group.

In September we will be looking at the Brontes.
In January the Italian Renaissance awaits!
For more details contact Sue on 0191 371 8533

Great Expectations
Personal Tuition from a teacher of 40 year'
experience and current GCSE and A Level examiner.
Offering English Language, Literature, History, Religious
Studies Drama and Art.
All levels covered - Key Stage 2, 11+, GCSE, A Level and
Dissertation.
Also Help with Personal Statements, Job aplications and
Public Speaking
Phone Sue on 0191 371 8533 for details.

J. M. & E.
OVINGTON & SON
Funeral Directors
‘Our caring, reliable and sympathetic staff
will offer the highest standards of care,
help and support to you at all times’

‘Put your trust in us’
Prepayment Plans available.
Written details available on request.

28 Ravensworth Road
Birtley
Co Durham
DH3 1EJ

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

Telephone
0191 410 3863 (24 hrs)
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outreach
Average monthly circulation in
2020 was 320 copies.
Contributions to the Parish Office
or by e-mail to:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

April 2022 Edition Deadline

Who’s Who?
Staff team:
New Rector Rev Matt Strand
To be licenced 10th March 2022

Pastoral Assistants
Sharon Dodds
Paul Vincent

Church Secretary:
Jan Rowland
Parish Centre Office (388 3295)

Verging Team:
Tom Appleby, Edna Sanderson.
Alexander Armstrong, Terry Culkin

Youth & Children’s Co-ordinator
Susan White (0771 7823915)

Readers:
John Hopper
Dennis Rudd (410 0820)
Audrey Telford

Tuesday 15th March 2022

Safeguarding Team Leader
Susan White (0771 7823915)

Parish Centre Kitchen Manager:
Sharon Phillips (01325 467 806)

Treasurer:
Malcolm Austin

Editor:
We reserve the right to shorten articles
and cannot guarantee publication of
everything sent to us.

Organist:
Stephen Smith
Churchwardens:
Dorothy Hall
Elaine Rayner

David Mallams
Malcolm Rowland

Reg. Charity No: 1130847

Weekly Worship
in the Parish of St Mary and St Cuthbert

Parish Centre Office:
Church Chare
Chester-le-Street
Co Durham
DH3 3QB
Tel: 0191 388 3295
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm

E- mail:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

Website:
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

SUNDAYS
8.00 am Holy Communion* in the Parish Church
10.00 am Area Services with Sunday School:
• Parish Central (Parish Church)
• Parish North (CE Primary School, South Pelaw)
• Parish South (Hermitage School)
6.00 pm

Evensong in the Parish Church
2nd and 3rd Sunday of each month: Holy Communion
(with prayers for healing on 3rd Sunday)

FIRST SUNDAY IN EACH MONTH
8.00 am and 6.00 pm as above

Church Opening Hours

10.00 am Family All Age Communion Service
In the Parish Church - No Area Morning Services

The church building is open for:
Services on a Thursday morning
and Sundays.
Also Monday, Tuesday, Wedneday
and Friday mornings (unless there
are funerals) when stewards are
available to 'man' the church.

WEEKDAYS
Thursday

10.45 am Holy Communion*

*Book of Common Prayer

Staff Days Off
After his licensing on 10th March - please note that Matt’s day off is
going to be a Friday.

Printed by St Mary and St Cuthbert’s Parish Office

