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From the Parish Church of St Mary & St Cuthbert, Chester-le-Street, Co Durham

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing
a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making
a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:18-19

Image - Paul Judson

Dates for your Diary - APRIL 2022
Day

Time

Event/Place

Sun 3rd

10.00 am

Parish Sunday for all (No services at North or South)

Wed 6th
Thur 7th
Sun 10th
Palm Sunday

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm Parish North Drop In - Holyoakes, South Pelaw
7.30 pm
Annual Parochial Church Council (APCM) - Parish Centre
10.00 am
Services in Parish Church, North and South

Mon 11th

4.00 pm

Messy Church in Parish Centre

2.00 pm

Mothers' Union - Rev. Nicola Jay - Parish Centre
Easter Services

Thur 14th
10.45 am
Maundy Thursday 7.00 pm
Fri 5th
10.00 am
Good Friday
11.00 am
2.00 pm
Sun 17th
Easter Day
8.00 am
10.00 am
6.00 pm

Holy communion (BCP) - Parish Church
Holy Communion (CW) - Parish Church
All age Morning Family Service
Walk of Witness - see notice below
Devotional Service
Dawn Service - Waldridge Fell - Time to be arranged
Easter Communion (BCP)
All Age Easter Communion (CW)
Easter Evensong

Sun 24th

Services in Parish Church, North & South

10.00 am

2.00 pm & 3.30 pm Baptisms in Church
Mon 25th

2.00 pm

Mothers' Union - Transformation Now pt 2 - Parish Centre

Good Friday Walk of Witness
At the time of publication we are not sure if the Walk of Witness (11.00 am from St Cuthbert’s Catholic Church to
the Market Place at 11.30 am for a short service) will be taking place this year. See Notice sheet 10th April for
more details.

Pastoral Visits
If anyone inside or outside the church requires a pastoral visit please contact Jan in the Parish office so that she
can feed requests forward to the Pastoral Ministry team.
The Pastoral Ministry Team respectfully ask that if you are requesting a visit for someone other than yourself that
you have their permission to make a request on their behalf. Recently a couple of requests have been made on
behalf of others and they did not want a pastoral visit.
For more information see February Outreach.
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Rector’s Letter
Dear Friends,
As the new Rector of Chester le Street, I am writing my first letter for the Outreach magazine to be
published in the month of April during the season of Easter. We are most certainly celebrating new life
here in this parish!
Having been appointed back in December, it was wonderful to finally begin my ministry here and begin
the process of getting to know everyone and all that takes place through the life of the church. I don’t
anticipate this being a quick process! Thank you to everyone who contributed towards the preparations
of my licensing service and to those who came along or watched online. It was a very joyful and hopeful
service - and certainly a wonderful way to begin our time as a family in Chester le Street.
This April, as we journey towards the celebrations of Easter and the hope of new life in Jesus, we are
reminded that we worship a God who overcame sin, evil and even death itself. We worship a powerful
God and so we know that in him, we always have reason to be hopeful. Through his grace, no matter our
past or our circumstances, God is always in the business of giving people fresh starts in life. Despite the
many challenges of the last few years, and as we learn to live with Covid, we do not despair as we know
that our identity and future is in Christ. I don’t know where God is going to lead us as a community over
the coming years, but I look forward to the journey he will take us on together.
Over the coming weeks and months, as I learn more about Chester le Street and the ministry of this
parish, I will be looking for signs of new life and where God might be speaking to us. Please will you join
me in actively listening to God and praying for our life together - but please don’t keep what God is
saying to yourselves, please let me know!
This Easter, I pray for signs of new life in us and through the mission of the church. I am reminded of the
verse “therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here!” (2
Corinthians 5.17). God is always in the business of creating new life in us. May it continue to be so in our
day!
Yours in Christ,

Matt

Collection for Ukraine
Please see details on page 9
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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Photographs taken after Matt's licensing on 10th March

Photographs - Paul Judson (And no, Sue wasn't caught in the act running off with Matt and Sarah's presents she
was helping them to get them back to the Rectory.)
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Quiet Corner
The warm winter sun is streaming through the window as I sit here in my Quiet Corner, almost as a herald of
Spring just around the corner. It has got me to thinking of the beauty of plants that are poking their heads above
soil level, to join with the beauty of the Snowdrops, Crocuses and Daffodils. As a keen gardener, I'm aware of all
this sudden burst of energy and new life below ground and out of site, which stirs my thoughts and musings on
God's creative power. It is almost an “Eldorado”; life in all is glory and beauty after the long, dark, cold days of
winter.
Coincidentally, Edgar Allan Poe's poem entitled “Eldorado” lies open before me; the story of a gallant Knight who:
“In sunshine and in shadow,
Had journeyed long, Singing a song,
In search of Eldorado”.
Sadly, as he grew old and his heart grew weak he:
“Fell as he found
No spot of ground
That looked like Eldorado”
As his strength fails him, he met a pilgrim shadow:
“Shadow” said he,
Where can it be
This land of Eldorado?”
Back came the reply without hesitation,
“Over the mountains of the Moon
Down the valley of the “Shadow”,
Ride boldly ride, the “Shadow” replied,
If you seek for Eldorado”
So if “Eldorado” is so far away and unreachable, what can we seek after this coming Eastertide? Scripture tell us
to “Strive first for the Kingdom of God, and all these things will be given to you as well”. (Matt. 5 v33)
To do that, we must first come to the foot of the cross, where our sins are crucified in Jesus, who Himself was
sinless, but who died and rose again 3 days later, that we might gain eternal life. This surely is the true “Eldorado”
which is within reach of everyone who truly seeks it, whether Knight, commoner or a criminal, to whom Jesus said:
”Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise”. (Luke 23:v33)

John Hopper
Lay Reader

Central Pilot Group

A huge Thank You!

On 22nd February the new Central Pilot Group met,
the meeting being ‘chaired’ by Sue White. Present
were Tom Appleby, Dorothy Hall, Elaine Rayner,
Malcolm Sowerby, Edna Sanderson and Colin
Stockwell, representing most of the Central area
congregations. The first meeting was to discuss the
way forward as we look at mission, outreach,
safeguarding and pastoral care. We aim to meet
about four times a year, the next one being 25th May.

Many, many thanks to the small group who came
along last month to clean the Church. The Church
had not had a “deep clean” for a couple of years.
After all the ‘chemical’ cleaning during the pandemic
the wood needed some TLC and the dust and the
spiders needed a new home. It was a much needed
opportunity to prepare for Easter, the Bishop’s visit
and Matt’s Licensing. Everyone willingly worked very
hard.

If you have any comments or concerns about the
Central area services please see one of the
representatives, who will report to the Pilot Group and
they will deal prayerfully with any issues.

This small group respond every time we do any
special cleaning, their dedication and willingness to
help is very much appreciated.
Thank you so much, Bless you.

Blessings

Edna Sanderson
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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MOTHERS' UNION
March saw the beginning of our Lent season of talks. The Rev. Nicola Jay talked about words
associated with Lent and preparing ourselves again.
L - Learning
E - Empathise
N - Normal Day
T - Trust
Using these words we explored some of our thoughts and ways of enriching our experiences during Lent.
At our second meeting we will be celebrating Lady Day (28th March) along with the Rev. Norma Clee our new
Diocesan Mothers' Union Chaplain. We look forward to hearing what she has to say and welcoming visitors from
other Mothers' Union groups in the deanery to this service in the Parish Church.
Future meetings:
April 11th - Rev Nicola Jay
April 25th - ‘Transformation Now ‘ pt 2

Norma Hedley
MU Member
If you would like to find out more about Mothers'Union please get in touch with our Branch Leader - Sue Begg 0191 4106959 or Parish Office

Two contrasting poems submitted by Katharine Brown
A sign of our times.
The Woodland Path (5.3.22)
The woodland path, full of sounds,
Birds singing, welcoming spring.
And scattered beside the path,
Green spears, bedecked with crocus bloom,
While snowdrops nodding in the breeze
Dispel winter’s murky gloom.
My prayer, is a walk under budding trees,
Thankful, for all that I see,
For God’s green earth,
The scent of spring,
Of love that is given free.

The war in Ukraine (16.3.22)
What cruelty is this?
When innocents are killed
Homes reduced to rubble
While all around, the ‘dogs of war’
Harry, bay and trouble, those
Whose lives ne’er thought of their fate,
Until this sudden blast of hate –
Threw all their hopes into the dust,
The world woke up then,
To lack of trust.
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Noticeboard
The deadline for the May Edition of OUTREACH is
Tuesday 19th April 2022

Parish Values
* Reaching out with God’s love
* Serving the People of Chester-le-Street
* Doing everything for Jesus

ANKER’S HOUSE
The Anker’s House has now officially been passed
passed back into Church ownership by the Anker’s House
Trust.

For more notices other
information please see page 9

£12,692 has been transferred to the Church by the
Anker’s House Trust. £5,210 will be spent on electrical
updating as mentioned in February Outreach. This work
should be completed by the end of March.
We now need to put together a new management
committee of church members for Anker’s House. If you
are passionate about the running of Anker’s House and
would like to be considered for this committee please
contact Elaine Rayner, Churchwarden through the Parish
Office.

Cuthbert’s
Kids Toddler
Group
Weekly in term time
with Sue & Helpers.
Thursdays

Parish Centre Café
The Parish Centre Cafe continues to be a place
to catch up with friends old and new and is an
important part of our Parish life.
Please continue to support this important ministry
and if you haven’t already called in, please do to
sample the amazing cakes, scones and fresh home
cooked lunches which are on offer. Many thanks to
all our volunteers who continue to support us.
The coffee lounge is open Monday to Friday
10.00 am – 1.00 pm.
We look forward to seeing you.
(If you would like to help and be a volunteer please get in touch with Jan in the Parish Office or
Sharon in the Kitchen - We need people to cover for
illness and holidays.)

1.00 pm - 2.30 pm
£1:50 per child per session, siblings 50p extra
These are great opportunities for children to learn through
play while parents and carers can meet new people and
get support from others.
Each play session will include free play, crafts, music,
bible stories & song time,
Snacks and juice are included
No need to book but if you have any questions
message or call Sue 07717 823915
We have a small dedicated team who are DBS checked
and received diocese safeguarding training.

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

10th April
8th May
Parish Centre
4.00 pm - 6.00 pm
Outreach APRIL 2022
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The Parish Register
Funerals
February
28

Interment of Ashes
March 13

David Thomas Robinson (78)

Charles Phillip Taylor

March
4

Edwin (Ted) Graver (83)

7

Josephine Hodgson (75)

14

Thomas Duncan Hamilton (81)

15

Charlotte Ann Wilkinson (97)

Baptisms
March 20
Teddy James Bell
Zach Johnson
Annie Dee Scott
Tommy George Scott

Coffee Mornings
Saturdays, 10.00 am - 1.00 pm
in the Parish Centre
April
2
9
16

No Coffee mornings have so far been planned for
April. Please keep and eye on the notice sheet for
further details.

23
30

Flowers:
In memory of:

Donations for flowers to be sent to the Parish Office
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Collection for Ukraine
At the PCC meeting on Thursday 17th it was decided that as a church we would make a collection to go towards
the Church of England Ukraine Appeal.
We are taking a collection for the Ukraine Appeal on Thursday 24th/31st and Sunday 27th March, please put your
donation in a marked envelope on the collection plate. Alternatively send into the Parish Office in a marked
envelope ‘Ukraine Appeal’.
You may donate electronically ‘St Mary & St Cuthbert PCC’
Sort code: 20 27 41
Account number 500 500 83
and mark ‘Ukraine Appeal’.
Thank You.

Defribrillator (AED)
Plans are in hand to install a defibrillator at the Parish Centre. These are used along with CPR to help someone
who has had a heart attack until trained ambulance staff can attend. The use of a defibrillator greatly increases a
person's chance of survial than using CPR alone. At the last PCC meeting we voted in principle to look at
purchaing a defriblator, where to place it (inside or outside the building), which one to buy. We hope to have one
in place in the next 2/3 weeks.
Funding - A defribillator costs (and outside installation if we go along that route) somewhere in the region of
£1500/£1800. The church general fund will cover the cost but we have been informed of a number of charity
sources for funding which we are looking into. Also if anyone in the congregation would like to contribute a small
amount to this project then that would be gratefully recieved.
We recognised that CPR is crucial to a person's survial (defribillator employed or not) and so we are also looking
at CPR training for Parish Centre staff and also others who might be interested. Please see details on future
notice sheets. It is also a legal requirement that we have people trained in general first aid - so again we are
looking into suitable training courses.
For further information or if you are able to help with information in any way please contact Norma Hedley or
Malcolm Rowland via the Parish Office.

Thank you

PAINTING & DECORATING
Internal & External Decorating
Guttering Cleaned
Power Wash Cleaning -

Driveways, Patios, Etc.

129 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street,
Co. Durham, DH3 3SB

Tel: (0191)388 5753
Mobile: 0778 0692241

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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0191 387 1404
151 Front Street, Chester le Street
Also at 210 Durham Road,
Gateshead (opp. Springfield Hotel)
0191 477 2398 / www.aytonandranson.net

Laura Pratt (M.Ch.S)
CHIROPODY/ PODIATRIST
FRIENDLY PRACTICE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 yrs
GROUND FLOOR SURGERY
CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
HPS Registered
Covers all aspects of footcare:
Hard skin removal & Corns
Nail care
Verrucae treatment
Biomechanical assessments

M. FORRESTER
LANDSCAPES

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST
Trained at Houghall College
Professional Reliable Service

From fencing to flowers,
paving to plants,
your complete garden service

Opening hours
Monday & Friday 9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

11 CLARENCE TERRACE
CHESTER-LE-STREET
DH3 3DG
(0191) 388 3196
10 Outreach APRIL 2022

Ring Between
8am - 9pm Any Day
Call Michael on
0191 3873993
Or

07947 188124
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

* Are you interested in reading the classics?
* Would you like to look at great paintings in a
new way?
So far we have looked at Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
amongst others. Also the Dutch Golden Age and French
Impressionists.
Thursdays - 10.00 am to 12 noon - Small friendly group.

In September we will be looking at the Brontes.
In January the Italian Renaissance awaits!
For more details contact Sue on 0191 371 8533

Great Expectations
Personal Tuition from a teacher of 40 year'
experience and current GCSE and A Level examiner.
Offering English Language, Literature, History, Religious
Studies Drama and Art.
All levels covered - Key Stage 2, 11+, GCSE, A Level and
Dissertation.
Also Help with Personal Statements, Job aplications and
Public Speaking
Phone Sue on 0191 371 8533 for details.

J. M. & E.
OVINGTON & SON
Funeral Directors
‘Our caring, reliable and sympathetic staff
will offer the highest standards of care,
help and support to you at all times’

‘Put your trust in us’
Prepayment Plans available.
Written details available on request.

28 Ravensworth Road
Birtley
Co Durham
DH3 1EJ

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

Telephone
0191 410 3863 (24 hrs)
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outreach
Average monthly circulation in
2020 was 320 copies.
Contributions to the Parish Office
or by e-mail to:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

May 2022 Edition Deadline
Tuesday 19th April 2022

Editor:

Who’s Who?
Staff team:
Rector
Rev Matt Strand (389 3516)
(07507 647847)
Church Secretary:
Jan Rowland
Parish Centre Office (388 3295)
Youth & Children’s Co-ordinator
Susan White (0771 7823915)

Organist:
Stephen Smith
Pastoral Assistants
Sharon Dodds
Paul Vincent
Verging Team:
Tom Appleby, Edna Sanderson.
Alexander Armstrong, Terry Culkin

Safeguarding Team Leader
Susan White (0771 7823915)

Readers:
John Hopper
Dennis Rudd (410 0820)
Audrey Telford

Treasurer:
Malcolm Austin

Parish Centre Kitchen Manager:
Sharon Phillips (01325 467 806)

We reserve the right to shorten articles
and cannot guarantee publication of
everything sent to us.

Churchwardens:
Dorothy Hall
Elaine Rayner

David Mallams
Malcolm Rowland

Reg. Charity No: 1130847

Weekly Worship
in the Parish of St Mary and St Cuthbert

Parish Centre Office:
Church Chare
Chester-le-Street
Co Durham
DH3 3QB
Tel: 0191 388 3295
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm

E- mail:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

SUNDAYS
8.00 am Holy Communion* in the Parish Church
10.00 am Area Services with Sunday School:
• Parish Central (Parish Church)
• Parish North (CE Primary School, South Pelaw)
• Parish South (Hermitage School)
6.00 pm

Evensong in the Parish Church

Website:
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

FIRST SUNDAY IN EACH MONTH
8.00 am and 6.00 pm as above
10.00 am

Church Opening Hours
The church building is open for:
Services on a Thursday morning
and Sundays.
Also Monday, Tuesday, Wedneday
and Friday mornings 10.00 am 1.00 pm (unless there are funerals)
when stewards are available to
'man' the church.

Family All Age Communion Service
in the Parish Church - No Area Morning Services

WEEKDAYS
Thursday

10.45 am Holy Communion*

*Book of Common Prayer

Staff Days Off
Please note that Matt’s day off is a Friday.

Printed by St Mary and St Cuthbert’s Parish Office

