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Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing
a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making
a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.

Isaiah 43:18-19

The sunflower, is the national flower of Ukraine. This lovely painting of flag and flower is a
present reminder of the beauty of the country and resilience of its people. The artist is
Mona Schafer Edwards. She kindly allows the Sunflower Ukraine painting to be shared.
Visit her work at http://www.monaedwards.com/.
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Dates for your Diary - MAY 2022
Day Time Event/Place
Sun 1st 10.00 am Parish Sunday for all (No services at North or South)
Mon 2nd May Day Bank Holiday
Wed 4th 10.00 am For those interested in helping form an Anker's House

committee.
1.00 pm - 3.00 pm Parish North Drop In - Holyoakes, South Pelaw

Sun 8th 10.00 am Services in Parish Church, North and South
  4.00 pm Messy Church in Parish Centre

Mon 9th   2.00 pm Mothers' Union - Parish Centre
Thur 12th   7.30 pm PCC meeting - Parish Centre
Sun 15th 10.00 am Services in Parish Church, North and South

2.00 pm & 3.30 pm Baptisms in Church

Sun 22nd 10.00 am Services in Parish Church, North & South

Mon 23rd   2.00 pm Mothers' Union - Parish Centre

Thurs 26th 10.45 am Ascension Day Communion Service

Sun 29th 10.00 am Services in Parish Church, North and South

Pastoral Visits
If anyone inside or outside the church requires a pastoral visit please contact Jan in the Parish office so that she
can feed requests forward to the Pastoral Ministry team.

The Pastoral Ministry Team respectfully ask that if you are requesting a visit for someone other than yourself that
you have their permission to make a request on their behalf.

ADVANCE NOTICE
SAFEGUARDING TRAINING

WEDNESDAY 15 JUNE 2022
10.00 am - 3.00 pm with a break for lunch

A number of people who are required to do their safeguarding training are having difficulties doing this training 'on
line' for a variety of reasons not least that they do not have access to a computer or equipment on which to do the
training.

Sue White is doing a 'face to face' in house training session in the Parish Centre on Wednesday 15th June.  If you
would like to attend this session please give your name into Jan at the Parish Office.  If you would like further
information or are not sure if you need to do this training  please get in touch with Sue via the Parish Office.
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Dear Friends,

As I reflect back on my first two months as Rector, I’m extremely thankful for the warm welcome we have
received as a family. We have gradually been exploring the local area and becoming more familiar with
where places are (including the best play areas and coffee shops!).

It has been a real joy to meet so many of you and I continue to take on the challenge of remembering as
many names as possible! A particularly special moment for me was our celebrations together on Easter
Sunday. We had our largest congregation (both in person and online) for two years and it was wonderful
to see so many gathered to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.

As I continue to settle, listen, and understand more about our town, our congregations and the many
ways we serve our local community my thoughts naturally turn to the future. I am hugely hopeful and
excited about where God might lead us. When I chair my first PCC meeting on 12th May we will begin
initial conversations about what the future might hold for us, but I am keen to listen to a wide range of
voices and this is a process which will take some time to complete. I hope you will join me in praying for
the future of this parish; it is essential that any decisions we make begin with listening to and discerning
God’s voice together.

As we continue to journey through this Easter season, may we be people of hope as we share the good
news of the resurrection. In our journey towards Pentecost, may we always be reminded that God fills us
with power from on high for whatever he has in store for us individually or as a church. Jesus said to his
disciples ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me
speak about’ (Acts 1.4). To wait for what God has for us is not always the most comfortable place to be,
but it is the best place to be.

Yours in Christ

Matt

Rector’s  Letter

Collection for Ukraine
£1,140.50p was raised by collection held in April
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Parish North Lightseekers -
Palm Sunday

The Easter Story

Making the Easter Garden on Good Friday morning
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Quiet Corner
As I sit in my Quiet Corner, the warm Spring sunshine is streaming through the window and it's easy to think that
all is well on such a nice morning. The outdoor roses have already had their first dose of feeding and spraying but
the gorgeous display of daffodils are already mostly dead headed. It's the start of Holy Week, and sadly like the
daffodils, it will soon be past and gone. However, Covid, the Russian invasion of Ukraine and other world
emergencies are still ever present. It would be so easy to dwell solely on the good or the bad things in life, but that
would be wrong as both need our prayers and praise. The joyful cries of Palm Sunday and Easter Day are
intermingled with the bloody events of Good Friday. They cannot be separated and are essential to each other
and for what they bring to our spiritual lives.

In the same vane, it's important to look in anticipation in what lies ahead, and not just backward to what has been.
For the garden, there are the roses and other garden plants yet to come into their own glory of colour and
fragrance. It's the same in our church life and celebrations, with all that is Holy Week and Easter Day now past but
Ascension Day yet to come on 26th May. Without Ascension Day, the events surrounding the whole of Easter,
would not be complete. Jesus our Lord and Saviour returns in Glory to  God our Father  to sit at His right hand in
the throne room of Heaven.

Yet even this is not the whole story either for Jesus or for us. In Acts 1:5 He tells His Disciples “John baptised
with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit” and in Acts 1:8, “But the Holy Spirit will
come upon you and give you power, then you will tell everyone about Me”. In the devastation of losing Jesus a
second time, the Disciples must have experienced just as many mixed emotions as at Golgotha and the
crucifixion, as well as 3 days later seeing Him again in the Resurrection. Now with Pentecost about to break upon
the Disciples in the full power of the Holy Spirit, is that the end of the Easter story. Well, no is the short answer, as
Luke goes on to say in Acts 1:10b - 11, Suddenly 2 men dressed in white clothes were standing there beside
them. They said,” Why are you men from Galilee standing there looking up to the sky? Jesus has been taken to
Heaven. But He will come back in the same way that you have seen Him go.”.

In other words Jesus will come again in full power, glory and majesty at some time, even possibly the day you
read this, to take us back home to Heaven to live with Him in eternal glory.

You see, our Christian life is like gardening in a strange way in that the work of Easter is never finished. The best
and most cherished blooms of life will be picked by the Head Gardener, Jesus himself to be displayed in all their
beauty in the best room of all, the throne room of Heaven. In the meantime, the gardening work goes on as Jesus
instructed, we tell everyone about Him.

John Hopper
Lay Reader

MEN’S GROUP
It seems a long time since the men met for their Christmas dinner in the Parish centre but as they say ‘tempus
fugit’.

We had a lovely three course meal thanks to Ann Brown who bought and prepared everything with her sister and
served with the help of Ann Smith and Sue Begg. We had the usual quiz and the guest speaker was Kevin Dunne.
It was great to have him back among us again. I am pleased to say that we made a profit on the night and we are
able to donate £100.00 to the church funds.

We are trying to restart some events now that restrictions are over.
The first on the list is to book tickets for the Durham cricket T20 matches.
Posters and sign up sheets are now on the notice boards in the Parish
Church and Parish Centre for the games against Lancashire on Friday
10th June and Yorkshire 17th June.  These tickets need to be booked
quite quickly, so if cricket is your sport please sign up a soon as possible.

Tickets for block bookings are £10 which is a good saving as the price on
the night is £20.

As in previous years ladies are welcome to join us on what we hope are
winning evenings.
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MOTHERS' UNION
At our Lady Day meeting (28th March) we welcomed the
Rev. Norma Clee our new Diocesan Mothers' Union
Chaplain, as well as members from Holy Trinity in

Washington and Christ Church Lumley.  Pat Luckman was admitted
to our branch of Mothers' Union during the service.

April saw the continuation of our Lent talks and at our first meeting in
April we welcomed back  the Rev. Nicola Jay. She led us through a
quiet time of prayer and asked us to consider the following themes -
to pray for each other, victims of war, those killed by war and made
homeless by war, a change in the heart of Vladimir Putin.   She then
read out a poem - Desiderata - Max Ehrmann, which she has found
inspiration from over the years.  We were then asked to thank God
for our life and everything in it and to find joy in life.  Shefinally urged
us to walk with God during Holy Week.

At our second meeting we continued to explore the Mothers' Union
theme for 2022 - Transformation Now!  We looked at various
suggestions that had been made as to how we could transform our
branch. Some we will look at in more depth in the not too distant future. Watch this space.

Our Mothers Day Collections raised £266 which was sent to Mary Sumner House for use in work with mothers
here and abroad.

Future meetings:
May 9th - Bible Verse

May 23rd  - Queen’s Jubilee Celebration

                                                            Norma Hedley
MU Member

If you would like to find out more about Mothers'Union please get in touch with our Branch Leader - Sue Begg -
0191 4106959 or Parish Office

PCC Members
At the APCM on 7 April the following were elected as -

Church Wardens - Sue Begg, Dorothy Hall, Dave Mallams, Elaine Rayner
Deanery Synod Representative - John Hopper for one year
PCC Representative - Abbie Winter, Ann Wilson

The elected members of the PCC are -

Church Wardens (4) for one year - see above

Deanery Synod Representatives (5) 2020 - 2023 - Ian Goulding, Mike Heaps, John Hopper, Alex Nelson and
Karen Richardson

Elected members who have various terms of office still to stand -
June Austin, Norma Hedley
Tom Appleby, Anne Brown, Edna Sanderson, Alex Webster
Daniel Green, Sharon Dodds, Anne Smith, James Hall
Abbie Winter, Ann Wilson
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The deadline for the June Edition of OUTREACH is
Tuesday 17th May 2022

Noticeboard

Parish Values
*   Reaching out with God’s love

 *   Serving the People of Chester-le-Street
  *   Doing everything for Jesus

Cuthbert’s
Kids Toddler

Group
Weekly in term time
with Sue & Helpers.

Thursdays
1.00 pm - 2.30 pm

£1:50 per child per session, siblings 50p extra

These are great opportunities for children to learn
through play while parents and carers can meet new

people and get support from others.

Each play session will include free play, crafts, music,
bible stories & song time,

Snacks and juice are included

No need to book but if you have any questions
message or call Sue 07717 823915

We have a  small dedicated team who are DBS
checked and received diocese safeguarding training.

      8th May
  12 June

       Parish Centre
   4.00 pm - 6.00 pm

For more notices other  information
-

please see page 9

To all our church family, we hope
you have had a blessed Easter.

Sheila and John Smith

VOLUNTEERS
Can you help out in the kitchen and coffee lounge.

Cover is urgently needed to fill in for those on holiday
in the next few months.

Parish South BBQ

Saturday 18th June
5.00 pm - 9.30 pm

Waldridge Village Hall
(Scout Hall)

Family ticket (2 adults & 2 children) - £10
 Single ticket £4
Bring your own drink, chairs and item for the

shared table.
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Flowers:
In memory of:

Easter Jack and Eunice Hopper

April Ruby Smiles

May Derrick Earnshaw      Karen Earnshaw      Norah Wanless

The Parish Register

Coffee Mornings
Saturdays, 10.00 am - 1.00 pm
in the Parish Centre
May

  7
14
21
28

Funerals
March

24 Glyn Jones (100)

28 Robert Lynn Armstrong (92)

30 George Harvey (69)

April

20 Ann Metcalfe (79)

22 Mildred (Millie) Donkin (94)

27 Florence (Flo) Duchar (79)

Baptisms
April 24

Frankie George Kennedy
Charlie Robert Snowball

Joey Waugh

No Church run Coffee mornings have so far been planned for May.  Please keep an
eye on the notice sheet for further details.

Please note: Charities are now allowed to book Saturday mornings but table service
rules still apply.  To book please get in touch with Jan in the Parish Office.

Memorial Services
March
25 George Redshaw (91)
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PAINTING & DECORATING

129 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street,
Co. Durham, DH3 3SB

Tel: (0191)388 5753
Mobile: 0778 0692241

Internal & External Decorating

Guttering Cleaned

Power Wash Cleaning - Driveways, Patios, Etc.

Defribrillator (AED) - update
Plans are in hand to install a defibrillator at the Parish Centre.  These are used along with CPR to help someone
who has had a heart attack until trained ambulance staff can attend.  The use of a defibrillator greatly increases a
person's chance of survial than using CPR alone.  At the March PCC meeting we voted in principle to look at
purchasing a defriblator, where to place it, which one to buy.  We hope to have one in place in the next 2/3 weeks.

Funding - A defribillator costs somewhere in the region of £1500/£1800.  The church general fund will cover the
cost but we have been informed of a number of charity sources for funding which we are looking into. Also if
anyone in the congregation would like to contribute a small amount to this project then that would be gratefully
recieved.

We recognised that CPR is crucial to a person's survival (defribillator employed or not) and so we are also looking
at CPR training for Parish Centre staff and also others who might be interested.  Please see details on future
notice sheets.  It is also a legal requirement that we have people trained in general first aid - so again we are
looking into suitable training courses.

Update - the defibrilator has been ordered and will be installed on the outside of the building where it can be used
by members of the town and available 24/7 as well as by our church community

Thank you

ANKER’S HOUSE  - update
The Anker’s House has now officially been  passed
back into Church ownership by the Anker’s House
Trust.

£12,692 has been transferred to the Church by the
Anker’s House Trust.  £5,210 will be spent on
electrical updating as mentioned in February
Outreach. This work has now been completed.

We now need to put together a new management
committee of church members for Anker’s House. If
you are passionate about the running of Anker’s
House and would like to be considered for this
committee please contact Elaine Rayner,
Churchwarden through the Parish Office. A meeting
has been arranged for  Wednesday 4th May at
10.00 am

Parish Centre Café
The Parish Centre Cafe continues to be a place
to catch up with friends old and new and is an

important part of our Parish life.

Please continue to support this important ministry
and if you haven’t already called in, please do to
sample the amazing cakes, scones and fresh home
cooked lunches which are on offer.  Many thanks to
all our volunteers who continue to support us.

The coffee lounge is open Monday to Friday
10.00 am – 1.00 pm.

We look forward to seeing you.

(If you would like to help and be a volunteer - please
get in touch with Jan in the Parish Office or Sharon
in the Kitchen - We need people to cover for illness

and holidays.)
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0191 387 1404
151 Front Street, Chester le Street

Also at 210 Durham Road,
Gateshead (opp. Springfield Hotel)

0191 477 2398 / www.aytonandranson.net

 Trained at Houghall College
 Professional Reliable Service

From fencing to flowers,
paving to plants,

your complete garden service

Ring Between
8am -  9pm Any Day

Call Michael on
0191 3873993

Or

07947 188124

M. FORRESTER
      LANDSCAPES

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

Laura Pratt (M.Ch.S)
CHIROPODY/ PODIATRIST

 FRIENDLY PRACTICE
 ESTABLISHED OVER 20 yrs
 GROUND FLOOR SURGERY
 CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
 HPS Registered

11 CLARENCE TERRACE
CHESTER-LE-STREET

DH3 3DG
(0191) 388 3196

Covers all aspects of footcare:
Hard skin removal & Corns

Nail care
Verrucae treatment

Biomechanical assessments

Opening hours
Monday & Friday  9 am - 5 pm

Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
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J. M. & E.
OVINGTON & SON

Funeral Directors

Prepayment Plans available.
Written details available on request.

28 Ravensworth Road
Birtley
Co Durham
DH3 1EJ

Telephone
0191 410 3863 (24 hrs)

‘Our caring, reliable and sympathetic staff
will offer the highest standards of care,

help and support to you at all times’

‘Put your trust in us’

Personal Tuition from a teacher of 40 year'
experience and current GCSE and A Level examiner.

Offering English Language, Literature, History, Religious
Studies Drama and Art.

All levels covered - Key Stage 2, 11+, GCSE, A Level and
Dissertation.

Also Help with Personal Statements, Job aplications and
Public Speaking

Phone Sue on 0191 371 8533 for details.

Great Expectations

  * Are you interested in reading the classics?
  * Would you like to look at great paintings in a
    new way?

So far we have looked at Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
amongst others.  Also the Dutch Golden Age and French
Impressionists.
Thursdays - 10.00 am to 12 noon - Small friendly group.

In September we will be looking at the Brontes.
In January the Italian Renaissance awaits!

For more details contact Sue on  0191 371 8533
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Weekly Worship
in the Parish of St Mary and St Cuthbert

SUNDAYS
8.00 am  Holy Communion* in the Parish Church

10.00 am  Area Services with Sunday School:
   •    Parish Central (Parish Church)
         •    Parish North (CE Primary School, South Pelaw)
       •    Parish South (Hermitage School)

6.00 pm Evensong in the Parish Church

FIRST SUNDAY IN EACH MONTH
8.00 am and 6.00 pm as above

 10.00 am Family All Age Communion Service
              in the Parish Church - No Area Morning Services

WEEKDAYS
Thursday     10.45 am Holy Communion*

*Book of Common Prayer

Average monthly circulation in
2020 was 320 copies.

Contributions to the Parish Office
or by e-mail to:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

Editor:

We reserve the right to shorten articles
and cannot guarantee publication of
everything sent to us.

Parish Centre Office:
Church Chare
Chester-le-Street
Co Durham
DH3 3QB
Tel: 0191 388 3295
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm
E- mail:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com
Website:
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

outreach

Reg. Charity No: 1130847

Staff team:
   Rector
   Rev Matt Strand (389 3516)

     (07507 647847)

Church Secretary:
  Jan Rowland
  Parish Centre Office (388 3295)

Youth & Children’s Co-ordinator
   Susan White (0771 7823915)

Safeguarding Team Leader
Susan White (0771 7823915)

Treasurer:
   Malcolm Austin

Organist:
   Stephen Smith

Pastoral Assistants
   Sharon Dodds
   Paul Vincent

Verging Team:
  Tom Appleby, Edna Sanderson.
   Alexander Armstrong, Terry Culkin

Readers:
  John Hopper
 Dennis Rudd (410 0820)
 Audrey Telford

Parish Centre Kitchen Manager:
  Sharon Phillips (01325 467 806)

Who’s Who?

Churchwardens:
Sue Begg    Dave Mallams
Dorothy Hall     Elaine Rayner

Church Opening Hours

The church building is open for:

Services on a Thursday morning
and Sundays.

Also Monday, Tuesday, Wedneday
and Friday mornings 10.00 am -
1.00 pm (unless there are funerals)
when stewards are available to
'man' the church.

June 2022 Edition Deadline
Tuesday 17th May 2022

Staff Days Off
Please note that Matt’s day off is a  Friday.


